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ELIZA: 

Or, The HISTORY of 

Mifs GRANVILLE, 

{Mrs. Mand£Ville s Hijlory concluded.) 

KifcX"^ N the morning before our 
jjj^ O p^ intended journey, a perfon 
1hl]^^jm( came to inform Mr. Mm- 
deville^ that a gendeman was at the 
inn in * our neighbourhood and dc- 

r 

fired to fee him. He wa« writing in 

^ his clofet at the time, but , no fooner 

heard the name of the perfon, than he 

inftantly* followed the mcflenger. 

ToL. II. B Chance 



S ELIZA: Vr, fhe 

Chance ted me into his room wKcn 

he was gone. In his hurry he had 
left 1ms btiitau o^en, ^aAd on tt a 
letter, not quite finiflied. Female 
curiofity feizcd rt^e at that inftant. 
The lirft gUMce ccJnvificed me I h*d 
no caufe for jealoufy, for I faw it 
'Was addreflfed to one of his own 
fex, yet ftill 1 longed to read it 
It (tees hot furely contain any Tecret, 
thought I, to myfelf, or he would not 
have left it in this carelefs hianrier. 
There can, therefore, be ho crihfc 
in my feeing it. *Tis to fome of his 
friends, I fuppofc. Moft likely he 
wiU Ipeak of his m'^riage, and wh^t 
pltfalure will it give me to find my- 
Teif mentioned witli affeftion ! Oh, I 
ihuft looK at it, fince fuch a proof as 

that 
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that will mofc than «ny thing con- 
vince, rait of the iinccrity of his pafllon. 
To his friend he will fpcak the 
genuine diftatcs of his heart. Come 
then, thou dear confident, taking up 
the letter, tell me what he thinks of 
his bride. — Judge, ladies, if I had not 
reafoh to repent my curiofity when 
I read as. follows : — 

To Mr. Cravbn. 

. * 
Thou excellent fchemer! let lue 

worfliip thy fuperior genius. — Xhc 

widow is mine — I bore her off with. 

flying colours. But what lels could 

be expefted from my parts and per- 

fon ? Let the ftupid race of elder 

brothers take their dirty acres, heavy 

■ « » ■ 

and lumpifti like themfelves, wc 

B 2 juniol^ 
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juniors will ever get the ftart of them 

in the goodjthings of this life, though 

they ftepped into the world before 

us. 

, O, Jack^ how I long to laugh with 

you, while I relate the rife and pro- 

grels of my courtfliip to this woe-be- 

gone widow ! — He that foweth in tears 
Jhall reap in joy. I think that's fcrip- 
ture, lis it not ? But faith its a true 
faying, for all that. Ha — ha — ha, let 
me die if it is not one of the moft 
plealant adventures I ever met with 
in my life, bating the matrimonial 
' palrt of it, but ways and means may 
• be found to make even that fit eafy, 
ch, Jack\ Upon my foul, I thought 
you were building caftles in the air, 
when you firft advifcd me on this ex- 
jpcdition. To think of attacking a 

female 
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female in all the tranfports of her 
grief, for the inconftancy of Zr lover 
too ! What could be hoped from fuch 
a projeft ? Every thing you told me^ 
and fo it proved. 

I watched the critical moment — 
let me take ibme merit to myfelf — 
got intelligence when her diftemper 
was at the turn, fcafonably loft my 
way, flu m bled on her houfe, and 
then, by eafy tranfitions, ftole into 
her heart : eafy I fay, for a handfbmc 
fellow like* me •, yet, let me tell you, 
it required a good deal of addrefs. 
You would have died with laugh'ng 
at the grave face I put on the matter K 
fuch a fentimental, fober courtlhip! — 
Thank heaven the farce is over ! No 
need of bypocrify now, you know. I 

B ^ am 
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am married, and, confequently, ma/ 
do as I pleafe. 

We are going to London^ enfamilt.' 
Confounded heavy baggage this fame 
commodity called a wife ! Only think 
of thy wild friend in the charafter of 
a married man! — Can you figure to 
yourfelf how it fits on me ? — But 
i;ome and fee, X expeft you will fol- 
low me to the dear bewitching town, 
where you Ihall be welcome to par- 
take of my good fortune, for lb I 
call 5t, though much inferior to my 
p^ts and merit ; but it cantie at fuch a 
j[|ritical time^ when the curfcd dice 
had reduced me to— 

So far had he wrote of his fliocking 

^ttcf, which filled me with fentiment& 
thgt may mor^ P?fily be imagined 

than 
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t&S^ Pxp^i^fe^. Forfome moments.^ 
&t motionlefi, ftupifiecl lyi^h horrof 
^ wvazem^()t, ti^ the . yolce of him» 
ij^bpm my evil {|:ars had de limed 
u^e ^ a huf^and^ roufed me from my 
ippyirnful reverie* I heard him en- 
quifing fqr me, upon which I hafldly 
lafent to my own apartment, and, 
s^tcr ^ ^it^f ^pnfviltation with ipy- 
k\^^ determjof d, as the moft prudent 
Cfjprfe I could fpjlow, p appear igno- 
rant of his bafenefs, fince an expla- 
n^jioa woujd only make him the 
ii>p^er throw qff the mafjc of polite- 
ngfe, whifh decency would, perhaps, 
{q% ^q[>e time logger, pblig^p him tp 
wear in his behavioyr to me. But, 
^oa jppay be[ieye, it ^as with ^ yeiy. 
i^eaYy hPftf I fijpeygd Jiis (w.wnoiis 

B 4 when 
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when he fent for mc. I found a gentle^ 
man with him. 

Mr. Craven- — my moft intimate 
friend, faid he, introducing the ftranger 
.to me. I could not fo far govern 
my refentment, as to exprels a wel- 
come I was fo far from feeling. Mr. 
'Mandeville had too much penetration 
not to obferve a coolnefs in my man- 
ner. He changed colour and left 
m abruptly, perhaps fu^fting the 
caufe. 

He returned in a few minutes and 
. aflied, , with apparent confufion, who 
Jtiad been in his clofet? I left my 
defk open, faid he, and find fome*. 
body has been examining my papers. 
I cannot fulpeft you, madam, of ilich 
an indifcretion, as thus impertinently 

prying 
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prying into my fccrets — if I thought 
you could be guilty of fuch a piece 
of femalifm^ added he, looking ftem- 
ly at me, by heavens I never would 
forgive it. 

I was terrified, but affected to fmile, 
and, taking his hand. Do you, after 
the ftridl fcrutiny your eyes have 
made, faid I, difcover any fymptoms 
of guilt in my face ? No, I am fiirc 
you do not. But you don't confider, 
that this buffle about your papers, is 
the ready way to raife a curiofity, 
however free I might be from it be- 
fore, for what but wridng to a 
miflrcls, could make you' thus cautious 
about your letter ? What fay you, 
Mr. Craven^ turning to him, have I 
not more than trifles light as air, to 
fcund my jealoufy on ? 

B 5 Mt. 
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Mr. AJandeviUe^ now convinced hf « 
behaviour fo contrary to what might 
have bcr n es;pe6bed, had 1 really ieen 
his cruet letter, regained his ufual 
tranquillity, while neceffity compelled 
me to continue the painful talk of 
dilBmulation, and to affeft a ferenity 
and chearfulnels, though my heart was 
weighed down with the mpft dread- 
ful forebodings, that my mifery was 
but commencing. Tpp juft, alas! 
w^re myprefages. 

A fewjnonths fliewed tne my un- 
generous hufband.in his true chara^c- 
ter, wliich was one of the nioft pro- 
fligate that can be imagined. Intereft 
was the fole motive of his marrying 
me, nor had he complaifance enough 
long to diflemble a tendernefs he 
neither felt nor was capable of feel- 
ing. Our 



mnf^ icoafufion by hk gf^y^VkCfi^ 
and we ftiould, in a &W y.ew> h^fi 
been reduced to a flate g£ indigence, 
had not death feafonably &qed ine 
from my tormentor. 

After his death I rcjtired to this 
neat and plealantly fituated cottage, 
though more to retrieve my perplexed 
affairs, than with any fixed refolution 
of ending my days here -, but I have 
found fo much true latisfaftion in 
this retirement, and a rational and 
fteady devotion, that I believe I fhall 
never leave it. 

After all the follies and viciffitudes 

• • • 

of an unfortunate life, I hope I am: 
fettled at laft, and that heaven, by 
various trials^ has at length taught me 
wifilom, and that nothing in this 

B 6 world 
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world of mifeiy is worthy of the eager* 
purfuit, or can cbnftkute the happinefe,; 
of a being formed for immortality. 

Thus, ladies, have I ventured to tire 
•your patience, by the relation of what 
I fear you will think the uninterefting 
events of my life; but the define of 
obliging you, whieh was my fole 
motive for ; my relating my little 
;hiftory, muft plead my eXcufe, if, in- 
.faiati of entertaining, I have tired you. 

In this manner the fair widow 
ended her . ftory , on which I fhall 
make no comment, as I am already 
weary of writing. 

Before wc todc our leave, we 
preffed her to favour us fometimes 
with her company at the Cajlk^ and 
received a promife that flie would. 
Her charming voice will be a moft 

agreeable 
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agreeable addition to the little con- 
certs with which we, fometimes, amufc 
ourfclves. Would fio heaven, my 
dear Cbarlotte^Sy too, were added to 

compleat the harmony! But wiihes* 

» « 

are vain. Adieu, my fweet fritnd, 
believe me ever. 

Your, 



■\ 



Eliza GnANVitLiE. 




<)9(> 



• • . 



LET- 
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^.ETTER XXIV. 

• • • ' 

J^Jifs Eti^A Granville, to Miff 
Charlotte Lenox. 

QH, the poor harmkfs Jenny ! — 
She will certainly be ruined, if 
Lady EJfex does not take the pre- 
caution of remDving her out of the 
reach of that gay feducer Captain 
Archer. The ipar) js ferioufly bent 
to deftroy her yirtiwp r- 1 could al- 
moft hate him — \ know I ought, and 
that his aftions, in one of a lefs fpe- 

cious perlbn and manner, would ex- 
cite my horror. — Oh, feducing beauty ! 
how parcial doft thou render us to 

thy 
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^hy pofieflbrs ! — I believe I am cured 
of my paflion, and fhaU henceforth 
make it my fupplicatory prayer, 
Froni a rakifti hulband good Lord de- 
iiver me /*— But, however, i need be 
under no apprehenfions on that head 
at prefent, fince I am in no danger 
of an offer of that nature from 
him. 

Laft night after tea, he made his 
exit, 'without informing us what ex- 
pedition he was going uix)n. — I own 
I had a little curiofity to know, and 
as my friend left me Ibon after, to 
write fpme letters, I fallied forth, per- 
haps, in hopes of meeting with him. 
Several fields did I traverfe in vain, 
but dilcovered hirn at laft, walking 
haftily to join his nymph, who was 
finging and milking her cow, in com- 
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pany of another lafs. As they bad 
taken their flaiion near a thick hedge, 
a little curiofity tempted me to pod 
myfelf behind it, where I could fee 
and hear without fear of dilcovery — 
The girl blulhed when (he faw Cap- 
tain Archir. 
« 

Proceed, my pretty warbler, with 
your fweet wild notes, faid he, doa't 
let me interupt your fong — Come, 
give me fome milk. 

She did fo, curtfying, without lift- 
ing her eyes. — He chucked her un- 
der the chin. 

Sweet creature !' faid he, do you 
wafti thofe foft white hands in milk, 
that they are fo delicate ? 

No, furely, anfwered flie, ftriving to. 
difengage them from him. 

' Why 
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Why fo coy ? faid . he, I wont hurl 
you, child. Come, look up, and let 
me pay you for my treat. He took 
out his purfe. There, added he, 
that's for the milk, and all the reft 
ftiall be yours for a few kifies. 

No, thank your honour, cried ihe, 
I'll neither fell nor give them,. 

Then I muft take them, returned 
he, flinging his arms round her waiflr. 
She fcreamcd. and called to her com- 
^aniom - 

• Little prude ! faid he, what do you 
fquall for ? Are you fhy, too ? turning 
to the other and giving . her a kifs, be- 
fore fhc was aware of what he was 
going to do. There, faid he, looking 
at Jenny^ you fee your companion 
has fi>m^ manners; (he fhall be my 
favourite now for her good nature* 



Sp ft?n<ay, if y9u- ^UJ, a^fw^ctJ 
(tjp, I have nO: inin4 tp be fpn^^d a^ 

Sajr yp^ f^ oiy pretty de^x! %i^ 
k>. ^ W^w >5fas' flhc fecv^ E l^ugl^i 
ing and %ipg irj. I^p f^^, SJ?ff 

taking up the p^. 

; I^t that; alQQp, fiud he ^ that (Idicate 
fittle body, and thofe iM^eet ^ka^ds wpr^e 
oevar formed for lahpur.^ 

I muft go, faid fhc. Pray youf 
bonour don't hinder me, niy mother 
will fcoldformy ftaying lb long, 

Qh, never f(^ th^t, cried he, I^ 
go home with you, and doubt not but 
I (hall foon pacify her. 

Nay, I befeech you, fir, cjon-t keep 
her longer^ faid her companion, its very 
late already* 

Well 
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Well then, Mrs, Bettys faid he, da 
you be^t your march, and (he Q^dt 
follow you in an init^nt : I have ibme-*. 
thing to fay to her. Tell her mother 
fhe has iprained h^r ancl^, aad could 
vS'alk no fatter. Here child, there's* 

inoney for you to buy ribbons with. 
The girl refufed his offer, and faid^ 
ihe would not tell a lie, if h? would 
rive her gU he was worth. 

No ? faid hq, that's ftrange indeed^ 
But, perhaps, you don't like the bribe, 
added he, offering to kils her, vfiM 
this do better?' Jenny ^ now Ending 
herfclf at liberty, took to her hecls^ 
but he foon overtook and caught hold 
of her by the gown. 

Silly rogue ! faid he, what does the 
girl fquall for? — Why you areaa 
wild as a hare, my fweet Jentr/. 
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Let me go, fir, faid llie, almoft our 
of breath. 

Not till you make it up with me,. 
KtuKied he, and take payment for 
your milk. 

No, thank your honour, faid (he, 
ftruggling to difengage herfelf; you 
are very welcome to it for nothing, 
I want none of your money. He 
prefled her to accept it, but (he. per- 
fifted in her refufal, and, fcornfully 
pufhing away his hand, the money 
fell on the gvound. — He called her a 
little termagant, and fwore he would 
taniC her before iie had done with. 

her, upon which fhe fell a crying.. 

•J 

He feemed conceriicd, and tenderly 
. wiped away the tears with his hand- 
kerchief, afiuring her Ii:i€ iliould go,^ 

and that he was forry to iuve light- 
ened 
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fined her, but would be more gentle 
for the future, and that he was only 
in joke. Let's kiis and be friends, 
added he, and then you ihall ix)fitively 
return to your mother. 

She anfwered, Ihe fhould be obliged 
to his honour for leave to go, but as 
to the kifs. Lady EJfex had told her 
it did not become young women, 
to allow filch freedoms. 

No ] my fweet little prude, faid he, 
fmiling, where is the harm of it? 
Come, try, and Til anfwer for the 
confequence. He caught her in his 
arms in Ipeaking thefe words — ^Thei'c 
now, continued he, did I not tell 
you there was nothing in it ? You'll 
not think fo much of it, after a little 
praftice j I'll be your tutor, Ih^n't I, 
my Iweet novice ? ftaring at her. — She 
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L E T T E R XXV. 

Lady Louisa Stratton, to Mifs 
Eliza Granville. 

PREPARE, my dear Eliza, to re- 
ccive my brother, a brother, 
whom I love with the utmoft tcn- 

dernefs. He will be, with you almoft 
as foon as this, which I write to be- 
Ipeak your approbation of him. 

What joy (a fenfation for fome 
time pad: but little known to me) 
did I not experience at feeing again 
this dear friend, after fo long an ab- 
fcnce! 

You 
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• You know he has been abroad for 
fome years on his travels, and, if my 
partiality does not blind me, he re- 
turns to us again with his natural 
fweetnefs of dilpofition improved by 
every accomplilhment of the truly 
»fine gentleman. — But let me not fay 
too much, left you ftiould be dilap- 
pointed when you fee him. — Yet how 
can I reftrain my pen on this agree- 
able fubjeft ! Seldom, alas 1 have I 
(iich to entertain you with. 

Sir John would have accompanied 
Lord EffcK in his journey to R — ^ 
but indifpen fable bufinels detains him 
in town. — Oh, that his love for m^ 
would make this reftramt fit eafy on 
himl that his home had charms to 
render it defirable ! but that has long 
ceafed to be the cafe. 
Vol. II. C ^V^\t. 
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.Wherft am I vrandering,! why do t 
indalge this mdanchdy/ theme! un»- 
gratefuU for the dawn: of pleaCtUDe X 
^n b^ioning to enjoy, from the pre?- 
fenceof my aimkUe brother ! 

Shall I defcribc his perfbn?~No^ 
left I be tempted to ^ter, tbough> to 
me he appears perfe&ly handibme ; 
but various are our ideas of beauty*'^ 
you wiU^ perhaps^ be of a very dif- 
ferent opinion — \ will only, therefore, 
venture to anfwer for the goodnefs of 
his heart-^-a^ heart that I (incerely wiih 
y^u may become miftrefs of, and fure 
I* am you« cannot fail of it, charming 
as you are in perfon^ and graceful in 
your manner -^ but beware of <me 
thing, my lovely friend, if you fhould 
diink it worth your while to make 
a conqueft of liim?— that is of coquct- 
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Tfj for Lord EftM isa Iitde finguhr 
in hU way of thinkings and prefers a 
Icrftnefs and gentJenefs of manners to 
aU the fiihionable airs and graces fa 
much ptaAifed in the teatMH^nde. 
He himfelf, though poflfdled of a 
large (bare <rf* wil, fecks more to 
Cultivate hii folid good fenfe, than that 
generally admired perfedtien ^ fb that 
you wiU not find him much given to 
raillery, or the fprighdy bagatelle of 
converfation, though^ as I before faid, 
nobody is more capable of Ihining in 
that way if he pleaded. He has great 
ienfibilicy, but his grcateft fault is being 
rather a little too warm and hafty in 
his temper, which, however, he takes 
great p^ns to govern. As his paffions 
are ftrong, I know, if he ever loves, 
it will be witli violence and conilancy $ 
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his heart is incapable of flight at- 
tachments. I believe he will not be 
found ah cafy conqueft, but when 
oncefo, the fervour and fincerity of 
his paflion, will make amends for the 
trouble it cofts you. 

Adieu, my dear Eliza. My lord, 
I fuppofe, has by this time finiftied 
his letter to my mother, which in- 
forms her of his arrival in England. 
I muft, therefore, leave ypu, that mine 
may be enclofed in the farlie cover. 

Remember, I charge^ you, to love 
my brother, for. the fake of 

Your affedionate 

Louisa Stratton. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXVL 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mifs 
Charlotte Lenox. 

OH, Charlotte^ he is come I — The 
man* — the very man, that's 
made for love and me ! — Alas ! what 
do I fay ? Not for me, 1 fear, but 
for love I am fure he is. Where now 
are the vaunted charms of the once 
admired Archer? They vanifh, they 
difappear, before the fuperior bright- 
ncfs of the inimitable EJfex like— 
or rather I ihould fey — as when— to 
iptroduce a (imile properly — but with- 
:«ut joking, I never (aw any one to 
C J t-Q^*^ 
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equal this fame lord. What (hall I do 
to make him think as favourably of 
me as I do of Iiitn? how behave to 
infinuate myfelf into his heart ? fot 
if he continues infcnfible I die. 

Are you not amazed what is bi- 
c bme of my indifference i My hatred 
to marriage ? Have I then parted witK 
die freedom I have fo ctften triUaipK- 
cd in ? Surprifing char^ ! — but *tis 
all owing to the vile country— -I ^^ 
'v^ays faid retirement was dangerous. 

iVhat would I give to know hit 
opinion of me !-^I am fure I iparcd 
no pains to adorn my perfpn on the 
day I cx[ edled to fee him — but I am 
undone if he thought my drels toa 
much ftudied, for he has fuch refined 
Jfeotiments-r-fuch unaccountable, out- 
^- the way notions^ that 1 protcft \ 

nCYCT 
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hcvtt m »y life was h puzzled as 
to know iiow to pmceed with him. 
What arms fhaU I u& ? — Smilcs» 
eglmg, trifling, aad all the other 
weapons of coquetry, are here totally 
\ifcle(s- What then fhall I liave re- 
courfe to? You, Cbarktte^ with all 
your foft, gentle airs would fbnd a 
ten times better chance than the lively, 
gay Eliza^^bc is to grave — Grave did 
I fay ? Q, no, without that woni 
conveys an idea of every thing that 
is graceful^ and infinuadf^. The 
fweets of Hyila dwell upon his lips, 
while the eloquence of angels flowa 
from his pcrfuafive tongue.— •Here's 
bambaft for you !— Oh love ! it's well 
if I don't turn poetefs too, and coiv- 
y^tt my epiijles into rhin^e. 

C 4^ ItUf 
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I tiiis morning artfully endeavoured 
to found Mifs EJfex to know if he 
bad mentioned me to her — but, oh 
mortifying ! not a fyllable. — I cannot 
bear this fufpenfe — • three days to«^ 
gether, and not able to guefi whether 
he likes me or not ! — Intolerable ! — * 
Yet is not this very doubt almoft a 
certainty ? for Ibould not I have dif- 
covered it, had he any partiality? We 
are very dear-faghted : on thefe ocy 
<a(ion9. Though the tongue is filent, 
the eyes never fail to be interpreters, 
and have not *thefe Ipokc in my fa- 
v<iur? ' Not one' fignificant glance f 
A las f 'GparloUej * I have h^en recot- 
lefting, and do' hot remember the 
lead fyniptom. Stupid eyes! what 
fignifies their brightnefs, while they 
aore^fo inanimatei I am angry at hin\ 

aad 
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and won't honour him w;th a word 
more — yes, my lord, I can be as in- 
different as you. 

I have talked to Lady EJfex about 
our little villager. She was greatly 
alarmed — could not have believed 
Captain Archer would have been fo 
bafc, as ferioufly to attempt to feduce 

her.— No? — good old lady! — what 

■ . • ■ ■ . ■■ 

chrittian like charity t-^She was, how- 
ever, by what I told her, clearly 
convinced 'of the danger her charge 
would be in, if longer expofcd to 
, his purfuit,'ahd has^, accordingly;, go£ 
her privately remBved to a tenaiit's, at 
a (Mant part of iier eftate. How our 
beau- irdifhes this piece of prudence 
I xzxlt tell, -but he dares* not com^ 
plain. • • 

■ '1^'^ C5 There 
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There is fomething capricious c- 
nough in my &te. Now I xk> longer 
wifh to be diftinguiflied by him, he 
has taken it into his head to be a Kttle 
particular to me, perhaps to am\^ 
himielf in the abfenoe of his niral 
flame ; but I> regardlefi^ as^ is to^ 
conunon with us, of the happinels 
in my power, am fceking that wnich» 
I fe^, I ibatt never attain^-rNotlung 
lefs than the valuable heart of the all* 
accomplUhed Ejjfex will now fetisfy my 
crowing ambition. — O, CbarhUey what 
^ glorious conqueft wo^d that be ! ' ' 

Tis im|)oflibfe to fay enough of 
that ainiable maOt I fiiould never, lak^ 
of the pleaiSng iubjeft^ but \ ^1 my 
pea unequal tQthc ta& of g^uigy^H 
a true idea (^ him, 

Captaia 






Capum Arthii/'s aifiduky, and what 
I once thought good-bre^diog, now 
appears troubkibine ai^d impertioent^ 
jQnce I have been accuilomed to the 
fupf rior eaie, and graceful manner, 

of the other, who is the fiirft man i 
ever met with that kn^w what it i& 
to be truly policif. 

Tliough he made a pretty long re^ 

jSdence in Pms% yet is l>e not the lea^it 
tmdured with that foppiflinefs whi(;h 
too^^neraOy diilingiMflies our travelled 
geatlenoen. He is an utter enemy tQ 
all ceremony, yet ^cpmplaiiant to every 
body» Lady Kghn ahd hb filler fie 
treats in the lame manner as he doea 
me, which I think extremely aimiable, 
for Mre (houki never indulge too much 

familiarity, evCn with our moft m- 
tinaate friends and relations^ left it 

C (S inieofib 
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infenfiHy degenerates into negligence 
^d contempt. 

What fliall I fay more of him? 
He is fond of reading, artd no lefs {<^ 
of company, as none knows better both 
how to feel and to communicate the 
iweets of Ibciety, His conreriation is 
yncommonly agreeable. He has the 
art of adapting- his difcourfe to the 
capacity of thofc he talks to. In fliorci 
he is efteemed by high ^d low, 
rich and poor, and more than efteem»- 
cd by 

Your afS^diomite 

Eliza GRANtiLLx,' 



LET- 
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J 



OY to my macrimoniled friend f ' 



Long may tlie well concerted onion laft» ' 
And no doll care yoar blooming pleafiires Ua^ 
fiat tytry day may you in Beaumont find 
New charms unfolding both in form and mind> 
And that your raptures may have no allay. 
May friendfliif laft, tho' beauty^s c&arms decay. 
Then may the progeny that foon fhall rife. 
Be as the mother fair» and ^tther wile, . 
That when to heaven your fpirits are refign*d, 
A virtaoHs race may fiill adorn i^nkind^ 

Hat 
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Ha! — ha! — hat — Well may you 
laugh, Charlotte — foch a poetefs ! — 
would you ever have dreamt ef my 

jBnging out your epithakniium ? 

This ftrangc country, and this, no 
lefs ftrangc to me, little urchin C/^/^/^ 
what metamorphofes are they not 
capable of efFeding! — ^Yet don't, be 

too much alarmed for me* I give you 

•■ ■ ■ • » ■ 

my word this is the firft, and laifi; 
pcice of rhyming I iWU ever . he 
g£iiky <tf«*^o now for plain profe. 
Permk me to rdatc a conver&tloft I 
<J vet lleard this morning. 

dverheard, Eliza? why you are 
become a ftrange liftener of late, and 
you kno# the fiiying-^ 

Trtie, but I Jw-otcfl', rty dear Cbar^ 
i^///, this V(r|^ tne^rty accidentia}, aiid 
happened in the following manner. 
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My lord has a Imall building at 
ibme diftance from the houie, which 
is admired for the beautiful proipe£b 
from it. Heie there is a library of 
books, chiefly of the poetical kind, as 
xbe fituation gives an opportunity of 
comparing theie copiers of nature, 
to that beautiful original, and thereby 
to form a judgment of the jui^6, or 
Uani0»e^ of their deicriptions. 

Outofthb fumoier-^houfe opens a 
glais door to a finaU balcony, and 
ia that was I feaced, with zTkam^ 
fm^s Stafms^ for my amufeoientt 
wheal beacd fixrvi) vokca in the ad* 
jacentiooaw 

As the green filk curtains were 

drawn before the window where I 

was^ I could neither fee nor be fctit^ 

but I foon diitinguilhed the perfons 

who 
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who fpoke to be Lord Effey:^ and 
Captdn ArchTT. Nljr cariofity was esf^ 
cited. Perhaps, thought I, (vain 
enough you*ll fay) my ladyfliip may 
be the fubjeft. I know- when a pdr 
of females get together the other fex 
are frequently honoured with a place 
in their dialogues. But I was riot i 
little difappointed when,, on^ placirig 
my ear conveniemly, I heard niy* ford 
fey-^I am* willing to belieVej Mr. 
Archer, you are only playing the hypo- 
crite on the fafliionable fide, that is 
to fay, appcaririg'worfe than you reaHy 
are« for would a man of honour delibe^ 
rately enter into fo iniqu'tons* alfcKchfief 
as this you have revealed to me ? 

m 

Iniquitous! my ford, interrupted 
t-he other, what, a harfli conftlnitSSbri 
do you put on a little harmlef^ gat 

lantry I 
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Jantry ! Let mc die if T am ftot 
amazed to hear foch ajntiquated no- 
tiomr, from a handfbme * young fcWow" 
Kkc yota; What has honour to do in 
this affair ? you certainly miftakc the 
.nature of that quaHty** * 

Do I? faid my lord, perhaps we 
have different ideas df it. I think trf 
be honourable is to be ftridly juft in 
our dealing v^ith our fellow creatures^ 
confequently your attemptirig to in-J 
Jure this innocent giri is a breach of 
honour. 

I injure her? cried the Captain,^ 
hughing— a great injury^ to be liire,- 
toriiiie a Uttie obfcure ruftick from 
poverty and indigence to eafe and af- 
fluence* 

But what, faid my lord, is (he to for^ 
felt for that diltinfkion I — Her inno--* 
cence and virtue* Ksn&. 
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And a very trifling iacrifice too^ln 
rny opinion^ anfwered the other ; her 
izm«Qence we ihould give a vm^ 
proper name to, by calling it iqfn^ 
tance, and iucdy that i$ no perfedicm, 
and her faid virtue will be finind of 
&o greater value, and at beft 'va but a 
very unprofitable commodity* , 
; Yet» faid my loni» you hid pi^tty 
high for it, when you would coo- 
deicend to ib unjultifiable an a&ion, 
^ you propofe IP auain it. Laugb 
and railly me as much as you pka&w 
perhaps if I thought proper I could 
combat with you at your own wear 
pons, but whatever you cnay think^ 
I look on this as a fedous. affair. 

Oh ! wondrous ferious, to be fure^ 
cried the captain \ but tell me, my good 
iloical philofopher^ how in the name 
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of fortune do you propofe to linger 
out the ft^es of an infipid life, if yoisi 
exclude gallantry, from the lift of your 
amufements? Fch: myfblf» I iwear I 
could not fupport my eziftence with^ 
out the joys of love. And is it po{^ 
fible, Harry y that, with ail that fire in 
your eyes, you ihould have no pafE* 
ops ?— rno fcnfibility ? 

No, it is not poffible, anfwered my 
lord; I have, perhaps, too great a 

ihare of both^ but my reafon was 
given me to keep them within bounds. 
I would exak my nature a3 highaspoi^ 
fible^ and not fuficr it to fink to a k^; 
vel with the brutes. No body is more 
fenfible to the charms of beauty, but 
neither my honour nor religion will 
fufier me to corrupt helpkfs inno« 
Cfoce»— ^Indeed I have Uuk inclination 



44 ^ L 1 Z A: Or, fhe 

to dcftroy the bnly charm- that makes' 

woman defirable. 

Let me die if eVer I heard the likev 
dried the captain. Never, my deaf 
/i/i^fry, venturer to utter thefe refined 
fcntinnents before the" ladies-; for,*- if 
you doj in- Ipite of the charms natm-e 
has wafted oiryou, they will never en- 
dure fuch virtuous notions as yoursi 
They love a rattling,- wild fellow, a 
rake, for all their preterideci ' prudery^ 
fs an univerfal favourite. 

So let him remain for me, faid my 
lord ; I do not envy him the diftinftiort 
of a certain race of females. Were it 
one of thefe you were in purfuit of, \ 
would not take the pains to difluadc you 
from it, becaufc their minds, if not their 
perfons, are already depraved. But this 
girU who has virtue, and that virtue 

aU 
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all that (be poITeires in this life of any 
value, her I will protcft. As a de- 
fenceleis innocent, as the child of my 
tenant, whom I look en as parts of 
my family, ihc claims my fuccour ; 
and^ by heavens, (he (hall have it, 
againft you, and every one that would 
injure her. 

You (peak with warmth, my lord, 

faid Mr. Jrcher. I doa*t know how I . 
(hould brook fuch language from any 
but yourfelf : I (liould be fbrry to dif- 
fer with you about a trifle, yet I muft 
take the liberty to tell you, I will not 
be controuled in my pleafurcs by any 
ope. I (hould be loth to pufli things to 
extremity 5 but if I am forced to it, 
yx)U (ball have no reafon to doubt my 
courage, and I will convince you that 
what I dare do, I dare juftify. 
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Your courage ! cried my lord, his 
voice a fitde niifed ; you boaft, fir, but 
remember I wiH not be ihfulted. Mine, 
I fancy, has been as fuDy proved ai 
yours*, for though the fword is not 
my profeflion, it fhall not be found a 
ufelels ornament, if infolence compels 
me to draw it. 

My lord, feid Captain Archer^ mild- 
4y, we are both to blame •, this is car-r 
rying things too far. I do aflure you, 
nothing but abfolute neceflity will ever 
oblige me to ufc that weapon againft 
the man I glory to call my friend. 

Forgive me, dear Archer^ feid my 
lord^ I was too hafty. My temper is 
naturally warm, and frequently hur- 
ries me into adions rqpugnant to my 
principles. Duelling b a crime againfl- 
IR^hich my rel^on aaid coofcience hav^ 

too 



liijhry GfMifs Granville. 47 

too often remonftrated in vain. I have, 
from a cowardly fear of the cenfurc of 
a misjudging worid, been frequently 
engaged in rencounters of that na- 
ture, which are hardly to be avoided 
without more calmnels than I am ma» 
ftcr of} but I am always fcrerefy pu- 
ni(hed by the remorie that is the ne- 
ceflary attendant on fuch unjuftifiab^e 
a&ions. Thank heaven, I have yet eicapr 
ed the horror of having been the death 
of my antagonift ; but I have not yet £> 
far conquered my prejudice, as to be 
able, for the future, to refolve againfi: 
the crime, though, in my cooler mo- 
ments, I am ibmetimes half determin- 
ed, in fpite of the difficulty, to go-^ 
vern my paflions^ and deipife unjuft 
cenfure. For ought we not to look 
upon that man as mad, who' dares^ 
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raftily and unprepared, rulh into the 
prefence of his offended maker ? And 
is he not inexcufably cruel^ to precipi- 

4 

tate his fellow-creature, for a nieer 
punftiiio of pride* into that dangerous 
fituation? 

'Tis too true, anfwered Mr. Archery 
this adion fb commonly, fo unfeelingly 
prafticed, will but ill bear the teft of 
reafon •, but who would not rifque 
every thing rather than forfeit his ho- 
nour, or live in infamy ? — Death — any 
thing is to be preferred to that. 

Death, Til allow you, is, fa d my 
lord, but then that fomething after 
death muft give us paufe — but enough 
on a fubjeft that, though often dif- 

cufied, has produced no change 

Things go on juft in the old way. But 
as to this girl, I hope you will oblige 

me. 
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tme, and ibrego a momentary pleaiure, 
that will, iboner or hter, fill you with 
repentance and remorfe. ' 

i will think of it, replied the other,' 
^^id do what I can, but remember I 
make, jsa raQi . prckniies. If you kne^ 
what love was^ yc^u would commend 
my prudence in that— you do not know 
how you would a6t yourfelf in my (l« 
tuation. . . ^ 

If I wjtsio bve, do you mean ? fiud 
iny lord. . Yesj I will tell you how 
I would adt ; I would make ufe of a 

i^ry effeftui^ remedy, as you will d*^' 
IftW-rrmajrimony* , . - : 

Matrimony ! exclaimed Mr. Archer i 

tougbiogv :aUof a piece, like yourfel£ 

Yei^yes, ja ^tx$ cflwftual remedy, 1 

^I^vit; to bic, for love, indeed \ hM% 

aore i^j0«^i:^j^4l^i\thc:xemiedy is. ten 
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times vQjc^wthmth^ §U«)JSt.. M93F. I 

future phyfician ? • . 

f . 

py IpTil, when | a;^^ j)itt9f^l(«^ wkhthe 

^ijfeaTe, at. prej(^t X 4m . pmhtjr . five 
i^ W &WJPW) of if,. - 

. Arc yort ? f^d Mr. Jrchm^ \ won- 
der at that, when you are expofed td 
]^ f^iS of .1^ G»apudk\ bt4ghe ^jres. 
I CAn tol| you .L -begin- td dread fotne 
4aAgfSV fecnn thim Hbw think you ihe 
4K>V(iii qebfi» i^ di&ed up a^ a^ wi& ? 
How I trembled, df eadsng. his- ftnh 

; WiP wiJJi ;alk o£ her. fc»Tipi «*^ 
tiipf^ anfwencd xny Iprd, k is-alnioft 
txd.q'dodcv and a perfon is to-calindit 
floe at i^JxoupaixtUt bufin^. Mifi 
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Granville is a chartnbg girl, I have no 
objeftions, as we walk to the houfe» 
to your profeciiting a.fut$'e£t; dia^ 1 
doubt not, from your acknowledged 
partiality for . her,, j^ agr;ef able lOOtS 
you. So faying, they, both,. .jiift when 
the converlation was becoming inte* 
refting, cruelly left me in fulpenfe. 

Msk Graffv^e is a chamiiiig gvA-^ 
And U dint aU ? — Bioe doe» (hd cbat^nf 
youf is the. poiiit.-;-i^hat «touki 1 
give to have heard the rehiainil^ olf ' 
their conveHation ! 

Adieuy dtST . dwrloft^ I atti quktf ^ 
fiidgued with writing. My rdped^ 
t9 yiour tnama^: Miis^/igii^/(c?^iiind>yDQt' 
dear Irlr. Bedumont; My 'beftwifbes' 
attend y^ both- v ... 

..id 
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Mifs Eliza Granville, U 
Mrs. Beacmokt^ 



I A M under the ^oft dreadful ap* 
prehenfionSi\ gay dear frieod, fof. 
t|?e fafeiy of Lord EJfepc. Dh, that 
vile Archer i 

Very early this morning he rode out» 
attended by two fcrvants. My lord 
v(.as no fooner informed of it, than he* 
ordered his hoffes to be got ready^ 
aj}d» without ftdying to breiak^, vof- 
deed before the reft of the family wese 
u{>» fet qS full-^allop in purfuit of 
kirn. 

As 



V 



r'i ■ I 
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As I couM but too well guefe on what 
expedition the captain was gone, you 
may believe I have Ipent a very un- 
eafy, tedious day^ though I durft not 
communicate my apprehenfions to my 
fady or Mifs EJfex^ for fear of alarm- 
ing them, when, perhaps, the bad 
confequences I feared, might not hap- 
pen. Reftlefs and dilquieted, I was 
every moment running to the windows, 
in hopes of feeing them return, but 
night approached and no Lord Effex. 
«— -At laft, when it was almoft dark, 
we were lurpnzed with the noife of a 
carriage. My heart beat with unufual 
emotion. Oh heavens, thought I, he . 
is wounded, or why did he not return 
on horfc-back as he went? Anxious, 
ye^ dreading to know the worft, I ran 
to the door, which I had fcarce opened. 



when Je^r&y, p^gfc>, an4 ir>,.te^rs^ ap- 
peared — I fcreamed involuntarily, ^n4 
ftarting back, call myfdf intq a chair, 
armoft breathlefs. The girl went to 
my lady, ;wid, before ftie had fijj)^ tQ 
cxprefs. her ama^meat, a4; the fight of 
her, fcU at her feet, cojajyriog her tp 
pity, and forgive her, ^rjChewas in? 
nocent of what had happened s^ aad tafcf 
iiior out {^ note,, delivered it.tQ.my lad)^ 
lyhp d^Jfired tpie: fq ^ead it to hcr.-n. 

■ . . . . . . .^ • 

The coqtems were as foUaw— 

" 00 not be alarmed^ dear madam,. 
Mt, Arcber wilU 1 hope, be brought to 
hear rt afon. Fear riothiri^ I " will be 
difcreet and govern my temper. 

" Receive, without anger or upbraid-* 
ing, your humble god-daughter, whcjm 
t 'have had the good fortune to refcue 

■ irom 
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from dangef-*-7^^ ^^ innoceht— ^af- 
ford her then your generous ^teftion^ 
and oblige your . &e. 

HiNRY Essex*** 

Ohv Charkne^ how I tremble for 
the erent !— -the girl has been quefti- 
oned about the paruculars of this af- 

. SfaiiBrfajf$< thi^t about twelrci d'clock 
thii^ mpfi^ifng^ M .fl^ was alone in % 

fifsld^ at a Uttle diftknte fr<Hn farmei: 
BrQw»% d^e perfen &e was bearded 
^j^ Captain^cber^ wi^htwo attto- 
daAts rode^ qp to her; that,ternfkd at 
the fight of him, ihe ran towards the 
houfe, but he foon overtook, and en- 
-deavourcd to perfu^de her to go with 

him, wfcich,. when (te pdfitively re-- 

.•■". / ' ' ' ' ' 

fbied, he ordered one of hU fervants 

D 4 \» 



56 ELIZA: Or, the 

td take her iip behind him ; that he- 
ipimediatcly did fo by force, and rode 

off with her, but • to what part of the 
country fhe could not tell; that ort 
her way' fhe met one of the farmer's 
fcrvants, to whom (he called for aflkV* 
ance, but the captain threatened hitir 
in a refolute voice, commanding himr 
to keep his diftance, and endeavoured' 
to iboth her, biding her hot be fright* 
ened, and then proceeded on their jour- \ 
ney for feveral hours, till he at laft' 
flopped at an inn, ordering his fervantr 
to have his horfes in readinefs in about 
an hour -, that they had not been longf, 
in the houfe, when a gentleman en- 
tered the room, where they wcre^ 
whom, JenjHy fays, Ihc fbon recollected to 
be Lord EJfex j vpon which fhe flung 

hcriclf 
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herfelf at his feet and implored Bis 
protcftion. Mr. Archer arofe in a paf- 

fion, and talked with great vehemence; 
but his lordfhip anlwered with calm- 
neis, which but the more eitafperated 
the capuin, who put his hand on his 
fword. Still Lord EJfex did not lofe 
the command of his temper, but rca* 
ibned widi him in the mildell: manner ; 
but, as the other continued obftinate, 
his patience was at laft exhaufted, and 
lie faid he could no longer bear to be 
infuhed ; upon which the other drew 
liis fword, declanng his readinefs to 
give him fetisfaiftion. Before they en- 
gaged, my tord ordered Jent^ to go 
into another apartment, which Ihe did, 
where, in about a quarter of an hour, 
he jirined her, givihg her a note to de 

D 5 liver 



liycr tpLa^r^E^ tb«»i putis^ her 
into a poijrcjbuu^y, ot^dered. his^ f^'vant 
to attoid hfr to. the caiUe. Xbds ia- 
all wc at pisf^nt kww of: die. af^* 

. I cannot help, being a little furprized,) 
that Lady Effex and. her famil)^ fhould- 
fo, very much intcrcft thcmfcives in, 
what concerns this little, obicwe ^rL 
To. he fure, we ought to love our. 
neighbours as ourfelves^ popr,, as well 
as rich, but fron^ ra^ny circumltances;: 
of their behaviour to her, lamper-^ 
fuadcd ther« is, fbnie, myjlpiy in thp a£» 
fair. 

« 

Adieu^. my dear Charloti£^ \ am 
half dead with apprehenfioa What a, 
nigjit ihall I pafs ! 

Your3y ever, 

X E Tr 



Hi&ol^ af St^fi Crakym, . 5^ 
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REJOICE with mc, my deaf 
Charlotte ! Lord EJfex is returned ' 
m fafety ! I could hapdly refllrain my- 
felf from running to enriBrace him, • 
and- envied Lady EJfex and his nfter.. 

that .plea(ure»f Once, their jpy could not^. 
equal mine. 

. As foon as the firfl: congratulatipn^ 
were over,, he, in'a mojft gr?u:efi4j 
manner, enjireaaed- Ijer l^c^yflup to Jp^-^ 

doa Ws^fciead. Poon ; C^^r^ ^ laid hc».% 

D 6 durft 
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durfl: nQt appear before you, till I haci 
pleaded for his forgivenefi. I befeech 
you to reftore the peniteat delinquent 
to your favour. Do not punifli hinv 
too feverely, for a fally of ungover- 
;iable paffion. Permit me to lead him 
to you, he w^ts in the hall with fear 
and trembling, for the iflue of my 
fuit in his behalf. . May he venture to 
approach ? 

I do not know, anfwered my lady^ 
I am fo rejoiced at your fefcty, that 
there is no room in my breaft for re- 
fcntment; yet fuch is his crime, that 

* • 

r fear it is a guilty weaknefs, Icarce* 
juftifiable, fo eafily to forgive 5 but if 

|be is, as you would perfuade m% a 

' * ' 1, 

thie penitent, let him come, I do not 

jaefufe to lee him. His lordflnp waited' 

for no morCwbiH boiwing, immediately 
• ^ ]f£t 
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Ie& usy and, in a few minutes, returned 
with the captain. 

A (illy figure, this once gay wretch 
now made> ibdebafing, £> humbling 
is guiltr He would have knelt to Lady 
EJfe^^ but (he prevented him, fuffcr* 
ing him, at the end of a long incohe* 
rent apology, to kifs her hand. 

I have played the truant from virtue, 

faid he, but am puniihed for it. My 
heart condemns me, and your goodnels 
in pardoning me, only adds to my 
(hame, at having fo juftjy merited 
your difpleafure. I could never have 
prevailed on myfelf to have appeared 
before you, after what has happened, 
but that I was unwilling to leave a 
place where I am. in hopes, by the 
i>oble example of my friend, to be- 
come CQore worthy of the relation-(hip 

I fhall 
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I ihall ever, boaft oS^ lo fo e^arjr'wtff' 
accomplifticd a family. 

Mj lady ttijofc notice of his a!f In Be- 
ing iit a flings aiid be bldfhed; ' 

You fee theeflfefl^, macfem-; fafd fie; 
of a very unequal' combat, Wherein 
jaftice, and fuperior (kill, were, as 
they ever ought to be, crowned^ with 
cgnquefl?. 

The" wretch was wounded irt the 

fword-arm, or thfe d^iel might not 
have ended without more dreadful 
confeqnences'. 

I am* pleafed, faid my lady, to hear * 
you fo frankly coridemrt yourfelf j it is * 
a proof you ate not hardened in your 
guilt. I fliouW* hop)?, tli'at' the rafli 
aftion youiiave coWirfiitted, and'wHch ^ 
might have bten atWndrd'-^A the*^ 
moflr fatal tStOii vrilhtaach y^m^ vmn^ - 

dif- 



difcretioft for the fiature; Tou not only 
injwed nie, fir, by endangering the 
life of my fen^, biat irr attempting to 
l&duce a girl; who/from rcafons which 
you arc ignorant of, is particularly dear * 
to me. I woitld, indeed, have pro- 
tected^ to the utmoft of my power, 
any one in her fituation, but her birth 
gives. Jenf^ a double claim to my af^ 
feftion. 

Her birth! interrupted Capt- Ar^chvr^ 
with furprize. 

Yes, fir, anfwercd my lady. That 
is yet. a fecret to. herfd^ iind to all 
but my family. I have cancfoily^ con*, 
cealed it^ left^ from the- knowledge of 
it, {he^lhould raife her views too high 
for. the humble (kation ibe has been 
accuftomed to, and in which Jhe^uft 
be, content to remain. 
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No, cried Mr. Archer^ I will make 
her amends for the injuftice of fof* 
tune, which has placed £> much vir« 
tue and beauty in obfcuritjr. Favouj? 
me, dear madam, with the know* 
ledge of her birth ; nothing but the 
meannefi of that could have prevented 
my long fmce acknowledging a paffion 
for her, which (he need not have 
bluflied to encourage. I am not, I 
own, able to diveft myfelf of the pre- 
judice of cuftom, which has taught us 
to fet a value on . th« diftinftion of 
birth ; and though I know it is but an 

imaginary one, my pride would never, 
I fear, have permitted me, well as 
I loved her, while I believed her to be 
what fhe appeared, to think of her as 
a wife \ but if — 

Ah,. 



Hiftory of Mzfs Granville. 6f 

Ah-, fir, interrupted Lady EffiX^ 
I fear the knowledge of what (he really 
i3 will not be favourable to her ; tho*^ 
it would be injuilice to puniih the child 
for the crime of its parents. 
. I underftand you^ snadan^, faid ke>. 
(he is not legitimate ; but ihay I not 
know to whom fhe owes her birth ? 
My Ion will inform you, replied 

Lady £^jp-7-^are me on the difagree-^ 
able futjefk^ 

Liord EffiX and Mr. Atcltr imrne^ 

diately left us, while I was dying with 

curiofity to be let inta the fecrec. 
Mils EJfeic guefled as muqh» and dc« 
firing me to take a walk with her, 
kindly difcovered it ta me;. 

Some years before the late Lord 
EJfei died, a diftant relation of his 
•f fmall fortune^ was» at his defire, 

takea 
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taken into the femiiy ^ a companiiin to 
Ks daughters. She was, it feems, v^fjr 
handfome, and had a moft infinuating 
fflanner^ io that ihe ibon became a 
favourite wkh irty lady, but mueh 
more fb with my k)rd~I hate not 
time to tell you tha particulars at prt- 
fent, but you iwny' gu^ft, from Ifrftf^ 
I have ikid^ fteit "^mf) \i nato^al 
dsjughtcrto. Ltfrd J^^* ]^cr ht^udetitf- 
mother died a few days after pt'Odttcihg' 
thMT (Xmtii^cifig ta^mony of hef gttHt 
Lady .^lEi?^ te^av^ed ^erMfJy otr tM 
Qecaik>n>. and^ has >vtr fiote, /bem fi^ 
frieiid to tki? pretty orpltaii. k^tt\i^ 



. t 



Yoursr, in hafte, 

Eliza Granvillk. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXX. 

Mrs. BiAitMONT. 

OUR little inllagcr, no longpf 
fimpfe Jmtf^ but Mifi TCborn- 
im and a^J^looming young kdy, now 
ftd b«s changed her ffaepherdelfts at* 
tirt, &p a drefr more becoming the 
l^ank (he- will foon fhine in ; is at- 
tended* b^ prcf)f p ifiafters^, who arc to 
.Deach her a few of the iiiodiSV^ aeeom^ 
fdillunenits» which. arejall that is want- 
jxsg to render her peffttStljr charming, 
g» (be has- jfrom nattrre an uncommon 
ftiar^ of yrity amd ^ ferprizing under- 

Handing 
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{landing, confidering how little it has 

been cultivated. 

Captain Archer doats oir her, and^ 
no wonder, forfince I have had an op- 
portunity of converfing with her, lam 
in "Tome doubt whether (he is not too 

good for him* — How his eyes fparkle 
when he hears her commended, or 
when {he acquits^ herfclf wirfi graceftrf- 
nefs in any of the lefibn^of good breed- 
ing that are taught** her ! — ^He has 
taken upon himfelf the plealing tafk 
of teaching, her mufic,. as {he* has a 
very fweet voice, and gpod ear. You 
would be pleafed to fi:c with what 
fateful pleafure- fhe receives his in* 
ftruftions — I am convinced fhe loves 
him with a pafiion equal to his own^ 

and make no doubt but they will be 

aft 
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an.uncommonly happy pair. Their mar- 
riage is delayed^ at her defire, till (he 
has, by the gent^l fbciciy fhc is now 
admitted to> a litde worn ofi* the rufti- 
city of her country education. 

I {hall never, fald ftie to hinx one 
day, be worthy of the honour you in- 
tend me, but a fenie of that wiU 
render jne the niore grateful for the 
favour^ and be continually exciting me ^ 
to the pleafing endeavour of obliging 
you in my turn. — He made no anfwer^ 
to this endearing ipeech, but clafped 
the amiable gtd to his hreafl with un- . 
fpi^akablc rapture — Oh, CbarlotUy xh<j 
if re very happy, . while I am i^U in 

•^ »'. ..' ••«v 

painful fufpence. 

I am preparing, my dear friend, to 
pay joy your requeft^d yifit. , Relieve 
«v:, yo^ cannot" be moire impatient 

than 
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than I am for that/ happinds. — Mifi 
jE^;f<ioes nW'act^rtfparry me,' as La- 
dy ^trattm is ckpe6bedf, perhaps Sir' 
J^ too-. Oh kt tne then haften to yoti 
for pifotedion ! 

He has not ^xtXt to me for fomc 
timt pafti Yet I diare not |iope he h^ 
conquered his guilty paffibn- — I fear 
the thoughts of feeing me fo foon is 

the only caufe of his filence-T-Would 

.- ' ' •** '•* 

to heaven it* were firoiti better mo- 

•••■■''■■ 

tivesT 

Shall r own I feel fome regret at 
thi^ thoughts of leaving Lord EJf^x ? 

CfkyCbaHotte, did I not charge you to* 
kieep-ybut' pc5ft?'But'matHmpny has 
made you negligent, arid a rival* lias ' 
ftblert 2C parr of th^C heafb, that was 
ohcc V?hoUy yotirf ~ yet is nbF rriy ' 



. f 



■ t • 






friendfhip diminilhed, for, in ipke of 

love, I am, and ever will be, 

" t 



4 



Your, 



1^ ,> 



. EAI^* t^RANVILLB, 



.! . . - ■- /ill ,"-. ' 1 ' J' ■-... t^ . 
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LETTER XXXI. 

^ * 

hard Essex to Lady Louisa 
Stratton. 



OH the pretty female curiofity! 
I underftand you, my dear fifter, 
thofe hints, wirii^egard to Mifs Gran- 
ville^ is only fiidfcflity afking if I am 
aot in love ? Now 'tell me ^hat kind 
of anfwer you would like, and you 
ihall have it — ^aye, or no— Pho, you 
cry, anlwer me ferioufly- — we fe- 
males do not like to be trifled with, 
when we fet ourielves to find out a 
fecr^t.*' - 

WeU 
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Well then, to oblige you, my dear 
lady SlrattoKy I will enter on my con- 
feflion, yet trembling, left you (ho aid 
not abfolve me, if you find me fuch 
a heretic as to deny the divinity of the 
Ikdc god, and that I have not yet ' 
fubmitted to his power. — Amazing, 
you will fay, to have convcrfed fo 
long with the charming Eliza^ and 
yet to continue infenfible ! Will you 
not accufe me of unfeeling ftupidity ? 
— Stay my dear fiftcr, do not form too 
ra(h a judgment of me, I plead not 
guilty — for, from the firft moment I 
beheld your friend, I was prejudiced 
in her favour—Could it be otherwife, 
lovely as ihe is ?*-*-But then you know 
Tam vain enoi^h to fet fome val\le 
upon my heart, and would not ra&ljr 
difpofe of it, iaXL time had made nie 



Vqi. I^. 
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more fenHble of the merit of the otv 
jcft. It is true, Mifs Granville ic beau- 
tiful, but a dalh of coquetry in her 
manner, a little difgufted me on our 
firft acquaintance, as I have, perhaps, 
lingular ideas of what I call an ac- 

complilhcd woman •, for afFcSed 
airs and levities, are not by me 
flanked in the number of her per- 
feftions. For fometime, therefore, 1 
could hoaft of feme degree of indif- 
ference, but by daily proofs of her 
good fenfe, it began to yield to ten- 
^rnefs and fenfibility. What I at firft 
thought levity, was now converted into 
wit and vivacity. Fewer airs would, I 
thought, render her lefs charming. In 
fbort, every thing ihe did — was wifcft^ 
gracefuleft, difcreeteft, beft. And I 
now feel the nroft fervent- paffion for 

• her. 



,/ i . . 
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tier, but it is ftiU confined to my own 
breaft, as I, till very lately, had en- 
tertained a fufpicion, that our gay 
coufin Archer was not indifferent to 
her J but I am now happily unde- 
ceived, and (hall take the firft favour' 
able opportunity of making her an of- 
fer of my hand and fortune— ^my heart 
flie is already miftrefs of. Wifti me 
faccefs, my dear Lady Sratton^ my 
happinefs or mifery depends upon her 
anfwer — Is t^his confcffion fatisfaftory, 
\ orflialllenlargeon the agreeable fubjeft? 

Shall I, if it is poffible, delcribe to 
you, the delightful fenfations my heart 
experiences, from a paffion it has, till 
now, been a ftranger to? A paffion 
that gives a double relifh to every plea- 
fure ? No, thofe new-born fentiments 
are not to be exprefTcd : Nor need^ 

E 2 they^ 
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tliey to you, who know them by fweet 
experience, fince love, as wdl hymen', 
prefided at your union with Sir Jaimi 
and, ' I flatter myfclf, has not yet de* 
fcrted cither of you. 

Your intended vifit is impatiently 
expected by us all. Haften it, my chajtn- 
ing fitter, and fupply to me, in iorxm 
meafurc, the lofs of my Eliza^ who 
is going to leave us for a few weeks— 
ah age to a lover. You muft permit 
me the privilege of one, and fuffer me 

* 

to beguile her tedious abfence by often 
making her the fubjeft of my conver- 
fation. The friendflaip you exprefs for 
her, will render that fort of difcourfe 
t,hc lefs impertinent to you. 

Sophia writes by the fame poft, I 
will therefore leave to her, the relation 
0f a love adventure, which has pro- 
duced 
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duced an unexpeded change in our 
Coufin Archer. He talks of quitting 
the army, as his elder brother's death 
has rendered it no longer necefl&ry as 
a provifion. And as the thoughts of ma- 
trimony have already weakenQ4 his pstf* 
fion for the cockade and fhoulder-knot, 
he will be Ids anxious foe a good recep- 
tion among the ladies, when meta- 
morphofed into *^ Benedick^ the mar- 
pud, n>aa.'* 

Adieu, Hjy deaf fifter, affpro Sk 
Jali$ of p^y b^ lyi^i .^nd bcliev^ 
roci with jgriJaf fiijcerityj your friien^ 
and afFedlK^Rftte brpthcr^ 



Henjiy Essb^] 



E 5 t-lE^T^-. 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Mtfs Eliza Granville, /^ 
Mifs Sophia £ss£x« 



NEVE R, my dear ScpBia^ were 
there a more amiable happy- 
pair, than my late fwain, and our Cbar^ 
kite. I affurc you her behaviour has 
fiich a mixture of tendcrnefi and rlio^ 
defpy in it, that I am quite charmed 
WiLii her, nor covild I have believed,. 
Mn Beaumont to be fo very fenfible 
[ and agreeable, as I find he is. Harriot 

Temple 
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Temple declares him a perfedl Efnilius^ 

but I could name a certain perfon of 

our acquaintance, who much more de- 

ferves that charafter — Though I would 

not have you attempt to guefs who I 

mean. 

We live quite in the rural tafte here. 

Mr. Beaumont is a kind of gendeman 
farmer. At his lady's requell he has 
purchafed an eftate near her mother's, ' 
and . the year is to be divided between 

this, and his other in B . Both 

Charlotte and he have an averfion to 
LondoHy fo that dear town is to engrofs 
no part of their time. 

As he juftly thinks every place muft 
be dif^eeable without employment, 
he is very diligent in the improviement 
of hia eftate, tho* lefs fron< motives of 
intercft than plcalurc. He will make 

E 4 thj 



the country round him a perfeft p^^- 
radife, in a few years. Romantic 
by nature, a very little art, direded 

by judgment, will render his grounds 
enchanting. There are hills, from ' 
which a^^e the mbft delightful and 
cxtenfive proipefts, beautiful plains, 
woods, rocks and cafqadesj in fhor(, 

a moft pleafiijg variety, evpry where 
diverts the eye. 

Mr. Beaumont not only makes his life 
jtgreeable to Wmfelf, but ufefulto others, 
as he employs a great number of hands, 
that would other wife be idle and indi- 
gent. His people are at prefent very 
bufy in hay^making, nor is their ma- 
iler unempbycd And will yoii not 
laugh, lichen I tell you, that in de- 
fiance of ftogs (you kaow my fondncfe 

for 



• 

for xhok ilezr creatures) ^nd even .in 
Ipite of what a fine lady would much 
mpre dr^ad, tjinning, I Ibmetime^, 
ifhepl^erd.eis like^ coJijideicend to handle 
the rake, but ^qioft a$ awkardly as 
ouf rural nymphs upon tlie ftagc. 
Not fo Cbarldtt^ ; dextrous at every 
rural employment, (he takes a pieafufC 
in every jhing that fuits the tafte of 
her hufband. We frequently dine un- 
der a xanopy of fhady trees, wUh few 
attendants and lefe ceremony j jn fhorr, 
Pembroke's Axcadi^ now begins tp e^- 
lit in r^aUty. Cbarlctt,e and Harriot 
are not inferior in beauty and inno- 
cence to Pamila ai)d Philoclea^ nor is 
Muftdorus^ rnuch difparaged by com^^ 
paring him to Beaumont ; but Ibmt 
other charaders are wanting to coni^ 

E 5 pleat 
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pleat our drama, and to whom (Ball I 
compare my ladyftiip ?— Alas, m 
Ipite oif good examples, I am. ftill 
neither more nor leiS than Mils Gran- 
ville^ with all her follies and imper- 
feftions, as predominant as ever. 

Is your time fo wholly engrofled by 
the company of your guefts as that you 
cannot ipare a few moments to wrFte 
to your Mend ? I am half angry with 
you, Sophia^ Do you imagine I have 
^0 curioCty, to hear how you go on? 
Sit down imniediately, when you have 
read this, and give me a full and particu- 
lar account of what paflcs at the ca- 
ftle. — How my dear Lady Stratton 
.does, your mother, Mifs Thomtany 
,and — and— and— no — it does not fig- 

iiify. 

" • " Adieu^ 
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Adieu: Imagine a thoufand pretty 
compliments from Charlotte^ and be« 
licvc me, dear Sophia^ 

Youri^ 

- - 

Eliza Granvill£; 



^•' . » ' > * 
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LETTER XXXni. 

Mtfs Sophia fissEX, to Mifs 
Eliza Granville. 



I Dropped your letter in the garden, 
my dear EUza^ not on purpofe, 
you may believe, and who IKould find 

it but my brothejp. T : He brought it to 

*■■-.* 

me. 

Take more care of your billet-doux, 
Sophia^ faid he, it might have fallen 
into the hands of people who, perhaps, 
would have had curiolity enough to 
read it. 

a.. 

And did not you ? faid I. 

Ican-i 
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I c^innot forgive you that quef^on, 
anfwered he, ierioufly. I would not wUh 
tQ thinly fb meanly of you, as to fup-* 
pofe you judge frcmi what you woul4 
Have €}pne ypvirfelf on the lik^ pccafion ; 
for, (urely, my dear fifter would not 
have been gpilty of fp inexcpf^ble 4 
f;^ylt^ a$ to pry into other people's fe* 
crets. 

Well, 4car brother, (:ricd I, I ft^4 
correfted. I know yopr uncom- 
monly delicate way of thinking, »nd 
^U ^nde^ypur tp prpfit \;>y it. But 

VP^ yW 90t have ei{p?ri^ijC€d.foi?a? 
Jipfl? ftrvjg^e in aftiog W to ypw prin- 
fiplcs, added I, imjling, h^ you 
knpwn th^t ;his fame epiftle is from 
yiHir ^(Jmired tkHm ? 
. No, iinfwered he, were I fuw Ihe 
bad .«T«n to>V)(e4 m« with A pkfi^ iis 

it. 
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it. I Would not wifh to know her ftn- 
timcnts, though in my favour, other- 
^ife than from her own generous un- 
conftraincd dcdaradon, 
* But what am I doing, Eliza t 
Hcedlcfsly betraying his fccrets: For 
are you not ignorant of his paffion for 
you ?• — ^Dear Harry forgive me ! In 

Ipite of all your leflbns, I find I aiii 
ftill a mere w6nian.-^Com6 then, my 
erring pen, chufe another fubjeft. 

I am extfertiely uneafy, my dear 
friend, at the behaviour <rf Sir J0M 
Sh^aSton to my fitter.' Oh^ Eiizat 

I fear fhc is hot happy !-^WSis he tool 
and iiidiflFercnt to' her,' when you lived 
with them ? In Ipite of liis artful cau- 
tion, and her amiable prudence^ I -fee^* 
too vifibly, he* n6 Icxnger loves lier. 
Should: itif brother difoover^ this, I 

know 
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know not what would be the conic- 
qucnce, for you have fedn proofs of 

the warnnth of his temper, and' he has 
an uncommon friendfliip for Lady 
Stratton. Thank heaven my mother 
appears to have no fufpicion ef any 
change m her Ion- in law — for my part 
I am miferable about it — perhaps I 
jiidge tocr rafhly — but, furely, he is 
' much altered in his temper; from 
gay and fprightly, he is become pen- 
five*, and gloomy, nay fometimes, even 
before me, peevifti and iH-natured. — 
How do I pi<?jr my dear fifter ! Love- 
ly as fheis^in her perfon, and io every 
way amiable, does flie not merit a 
better fate?— Who would have ex- 
pected fuch confcquences from ahunion 
where the pafllon of both was fo fer- 
vent l-^Six John^ I remember, was the 
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moft paQionatdy tepdpr lover in the 
world — but that abominabje matrimo- 
ny ! — I am afraid our amjabje Jenn;^ wi|l 
makp but a bad exchange of \\%x 
freedom^ for a hufband who has been 
io gay and wild *, but at prefent nothing 
can equal the happincfs of both^^r-My 
fitter is charmed wi^h her, ip indeed is 
every one that ^%t% her^ fqr /h(? has 
already acquire^ fo great a fliare of 
cafe and politeneft, that ppne would/ 
ever gupft tfe? firft part Qf her cdvr 
cation had .bi^eii fe hu!?)bkf 

Sjr Charley ^elkfL^m ^n4 bis family 
are come to fp^fl4 ^ fflw monthi at 
his feat ill our n^ighbojirhfipd. Hi^ 
is a widowgr, . %@4 ha$ a©ly ©nf 
cj^ughfer, §h^. i« vpry pliup, >n? very 
fepfibk, they tgjl me, --rr W*» it cv^ 
otherwife, with g V^9njiSm of fprWW ? 

If 
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If (he is not handfome, fhe is fure 
to be complimented as mighty agree- 
able and witty. But to fpeak my real 
fentiments of Mils Bellmour^ (he is 
neither one nor the other. 

I ani in love with the defcription 

you give of your manner of living. 

— Heigh — ho ! — • Charlotte could not 

fail to be happy. Make a fuitable rcj 

. turn from mp to her complimeat^. 

Ac^eu, my dear Eliza — My mothf r 
'and brother anxioufly wKh your re^ 
turn, as does, 

Sophia Essex; 




LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV 



Mtfs Eliza G r a n v i t L e, u 
Mrs.- Beaumont.. 



COngratufate me. — Oh Cbarlbtte! 
I am tHe happieft of womejuL 
None of my fex was ever blcfled 

with fuch a lover ! Heavens ! how 
have I eVer deferved^fuch a diftinguilh* 
ing favour ? Deferved ! did I iay ?— 
Impoffible ! — but I will ftudy to make 
myfelf more worthy of the heart of 
this accomplilhed man — or rather he 
will make me -for— his converiation, 

his 
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nis charming example — fie has opened 
z new world to me — I knew nothings 
had no true idea of beauty, or per- 
fe<5lion, till I became acquainted with 
my EJfex. — Oh how powerful is a 
pure, genuine paflion ! — How does it 
Ocak our nature ! All my levities, my 
foibles are weakened. Can it be other- 
wife, fmcc it is natural to copy the 
manners of the perfoi> bek>ved ? and 
who ever had fuch an original ? What 
adds to my felicity, is the approbatioa 
of Lady Effhc and her daughter.— 
Shall I not be too happy in fuch 
friends, and fuch a hulband ? At pre- 
fent the renewed perfecution of my 
enemy Sir John^ is the only alloy to 
my pleafure. — Poor Lady Sfratton ! 

I mull 



92 EX-f^A: Or, the 

I mpft Wvc yoq. a^rviptly, my^eair 
ChqtT}f4itrm%)x Quarks fi^k^mc and ^^ 
dj^gl^er 93^ f/^sM to pay \x% a yifit. 

Adiey. 



'^A-Ait, 




LET. 
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L E T t E R XXXV. 

Mjfs Eliza Granville, \q 
Mrs. Beaumont. 



PRfcparatiohs are making for the 
wedding of Captain Archer^ and 
his fair Jenny. I hare had a Imall dif- 
fettricc with my lord on the occafion. 
He hinted that a dolible miniagi 
would be very agreeable. I don'tk now 
how it was, but fortie fymptoms of m^ 
foVmef charad^r began to fliew them- 
felves. I was a little capridous, but 
in reality, rather to follow the ex- 
ample of my fesc, Who, one and all, 

Xasft to racrcife . Ac patience Wf their 

a.drcv\t^x%^ 
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admirers, than from any diflike I had 
to his propofals. My lord was feri- 
ous — I thought proper to trifle -^— a 
little unfeafonably, as I found to my 
coil. He bore with my levity a gogd 

while, but at laft was vifibly cjifpleafcd, 
upon which I began to change my 
conduft, fmiled, and held out my hand 
to him, but inftead of /eizing it with 
raptures, he haflily left the room — ^1 
was mortified and burft into tears — 
We did not fpeak to each other for 
fcveral hours, but pouted and were as 
fullen as you pleafe. — What a day ! — 
I was fure the night would, if pofliblc, 
be more miferable, if a reconciliation 
did not take place, yet was too proud 
to make the firft advances. Luckily 
for us both, Mifs E£hc took notice of 
four , unconimon gravity, awid, . defirous 

to 
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to know the caufe, afked me to take a* 
walk with her. 

We had not beca two minutes to- 
gether when I faw my lord approach- 
ing. 1 had juft begun making my 
complaint to her. The ^fubjeft, and 
my lover's fudden appearance, fo much 
afFefted me, that I could not reft rain 
my tears. This was too much. He- 
had approached me wkh an air of af- 
feded indifference, but the fcene 
changed in an inftant. He caft: him- 
felf at my feet, prefled my hand to his 
lips, and in the moft: earneft manner 
implored my forgivnefs. Could I re- 
fufe it ? — He was permitted, by the 
entreaties of his fitter, joined to his 
own more powerful one's, to com pleat 
our reconciliation by a kifs, and fo the 
doughty quarrel ended. — And now I 



96 25 Ir IZA: Or, the 

am to take his requeil into conlidefa- 
fion^ and to endeavour to reconcile 
myfelf to the thought of becOmihg a 
bride at the fame time with Mifs 
^hornton.-^LiZdy Effex^ Sophia^ in (hort 
every body is on vc\y load's fide.— 
Well, if it muft be fo— why-^I can't 
help it. — May I but be as happy as 
you, my dear Charlotte^ and I (hall 
never have caufe to repent. Adieu. 
Believe me 

Your 

Eliza Graj^vilLe. 
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^LETTER XXXVI. 

Mifs Eliza Granville, to Mrj. 

Beaumont. 



THE Wedding is over— -don't 
miftake, not mine, it was im- 
poffible in fo fhort a time to get my 
cloaths, &c. ready, for fuch an early 
day, and what woman would confent 

to marry without the ufual parade 
that is, by fomc, thought the moft 

iJefirable part of it? But, ferioufly, 
we found the writings and other im- 
portant matters, could not, as we are 
at fuch a diftance from town, be fi^ 
nifhed in time, for my lord and me 
Vol. IL F \^ 
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to keep the captain and his fair one 
in countenance. My lord could hardly 
govern bi5 tamper &ti the occafion, and 
was a little fevere on the honeft law- 
yers, and the degeneracy of men th^ 
made them tjeqeflary. Some good 
things were faid on that head, butl 
will not attempt to repeat them, left J 
ihould not do his fentiments juftice..^ 

Sir Charles Bellmour^ ^nd his daugh- 
ter were prcfent on the occafion. That 
young lady has thought pVoper to dif- 
cpver a great many perfeftions in your 
fj-iend, and profefles a violent friend- 
fhip for me, but I dare not believe 
(he is fincere, for I am much miftaken 
if ftie is not my rival — you fmile — but, 
upon my word, I have all the reafon 

in the world to think fb from her be- 
haviour. 
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Siayiour. — ^I cannot, indeed, % I am 
much alarmed ^t it, fioce the poor 
girl is fiot formed to give one any yio» 
lent apprehenfions in affiurs of this na« 
ture 5 yet is ihe happily blind to the 
imperfcaions of her perfon — happily 
I lay, for if ihe thinks herfelf hand- 
fpme^ it is altnofl: as well for her 
as if it were true, as the large 
fortune ihe poileiles, will not fail to 
gain ,admirers enough to prevent her 
being undeceived. 

Mifs Effex was the firft that made 
me remark the partiality flie difcover- 
ed for her brother. Upon my word I 
am half aihamcd of her indifcreet fond- 
nefs for him, which ihe takes very 
little pains to conceal. She is one of 
thofe who afFeft to be very lively, and 

F 2 on 



loo E L I Z A: Or, tbt 

on the (trength of that, fays and: does 
a great many filly things, then ac- 
Gufe herfelf of being the giddieft 
CFeature in the world. 

Dear Mifs EJfex^ will (he fbme- 
times cry, do not you think me 
half wild ? I always fpeak what comes 
uppermoft, ^nd find it impoffible to 
rein in my too great vivacity. I wifh 
I had a little of your gravity. Is 
not this diverting, Cbarlotie ? — ^Too 

• 

much vivacity ! — Poor Mifs Bell- 
mour / Do not be lb fatyrical upon 
yourfelf. To do you juitice you have 
not the lead reafon to coir&plain on 
that head, for after all your efforts to 
appear lively, flupidity will be pre- 
dominant. 

1 have 
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I have this morning been chufing 
patterns of filks for my approaching 
nuptiak. My heart flutters — the day 
draws near that will render my future 
life either extremely happy or mife* 

rable. — But begone my apprehenfions 
— is not the man Lord EJJ'ex ? Oh, caa 
I wifli for more ? 

Adieu, my dear Charlotte^ fail not, 
though I ibmeumes do through hafte, 

to prefent my relpe£ts to Mr. Beau-- 
montj and the refl of your agreeable 
family. If travelling is not incon- 
venient, you may believe I fhould re- 
joice to have you prefent at the im- 
portant event that is foon to take 

place Oh ! Charlotte ! 1 deal 

mightily in oh's of late— but with- 

F 3 ©ut 
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out any more of them at preftnt, 
I once more bi4 ray dear friend acr 
dieu^ 



Granyillk; 




LET- 
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LETTER XXXVil^. 



IfEJs Hihl'Z A G R A N V I L L £, t$ 

' Jlfr/. Be AUMON T, 



OH! ChathHt ! I am half di- 
ftraftcd.—What have 1 done ? 
— *Spcak, my ever amiable Effext 
Kill me not with the cruel fufpenfe ! — 
Alas ! he neither hears, nor would he 
anfwer me if he did.— How fliall I 
dcfcrrbe my torttrrrng fituation ?— * 
Good heavens ! what can bef the caiife 
of this' furprifiQg ch»ige7 Does he 
no lohger love ine ?^£^lmpofIible!-^ 

F 4 Hi^ 
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His noble nature cannot be guilty of 
fallhood. — But why then does he (hua 
nne ? Why this cruel filence ? — ^What 
have I dene co incur his difpleafure ? 
CbarloUey I fliall die with grief — my 

dear EJfeXj for fome time paft, has 
.been a prey to melancholy. — He 
avoids me, when 1 would feek an ex- 
planation — I am na longer deemed 
worthy of his confidence — he even 
avoids looking at me^ and if by chance 
jDur eyes meet, his are haftily with- 
drawn \7ith a kind of horror. In vain 
I weep, his once gentle breaft is 
fteclcd againft my woe. What a fur- 
prifing change !— Lady Effex and her. 
d augh ter ft uitlelsly endeavour to p cne- 
trate into the myftery •, he always 

leaves them abi^uptly, when they be- 
gin to queftioh him on the fubje&. 

For: 



Hiftory^J Mifs Granville. 1 05 

Forgetful of my pride, I follow him 
to have an opportunity of faking ta 

him in private — but, alas ! he avoids 
me with the moft mortifying fcorn. 
It is too much, Charlotte^ I cannot 
iupport my wretched rate.* t havd 

examined, with the utmpfl: care, mf 
whole behaviour to him^ I am not 
free from favilts, but, furely, I could 
not merit fo fevere, lb cruel, a treat- 
ment for any little foibles JPhave been 
guilty of. Oh ! what *a '• tormenting 
fufpenfe ! Why does he not tell me 
my crimp ? which if he will not pardon 
I would die to expiate. Pity me, my 
amiable EJfex^ do not drive me to def- 
pair ! Oh, Charlotte^ his melancholy 
^ill confume him \ In vain he ftrugglcs 
to fupprefs the mournful fighs that 
cfcape him in fpite of himfclf. He 

F 5 {h.ua% 
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fliuns company, neglefti every wont- 
ed amufement, and feeks only to in- 
dulge his grief without witncfles — 
Good heavens ! what can all this> 
Qiean ?•— He muft, he (hall hear me— 
I will even condefceod to kneel to him,, 
any thing, if he will but let me know 

what I have done.^ ^Will you, my 

£riend, be able to read this blotted^ 
writing ? My tears blind me — I mult 
Jay down my pen— Pity, the wretched 



L E r- 
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Mifs Eliza Granville^. ^ 

Mrs. Beaumont. 



MORE wrttcKed, if poffibte, tKtti^ 
when I lafl: wrote ' to my dear 
Charlotte! — I wdrider my. liealt is nbt 
brbkcf— the cruel Ejfeyi is determined 
dh my death, foi* does he think* X can 
live if he continues to treat me*iatKl$ 

manner? — Oh Ibxnjf tofmdntifig ptf' 
flon ! Why drdladmit thccto my ontte 
peaceful brcaft ? hit poffiWe^ deir 

F 6 mf^^7 
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EJfcx, that, after all thy profefllons of 
tendernefs, you (hould hate the objeft 
you have idoVized ? — and without a 
caufc too ? Ungrateful ! — But com- 
plamts are fruitlefs, it is pail, and my 
dreams of happinefs are vanifhed for 
even Hear, ard wonder at his cruelty. 
Determined to come to an expla- 
nation in the prefence of Lady EJfex 
and her daughter, fince he would not 
give me an opportunity of fpeaking to 
him in private, I condeicended to ea- 
treat him io tell me what fault I had 
been guilty of— Speak, my lord, faid I^ 
weeping, let me know how Ihave in- 
curred this feverc diipleafure. He was 
[going, without anfwering, but I took 
hold of hia arm — ^You muft not leave 
me, faid I> looking tenderly on him» 

'till 
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'till you let mc know how I have oU 
fended. You need not, my lord, 
ftriveto mortify mc mporc — I give you, 
by making this requeft, a fufficient 
proof t;hat I am already deeply hunv- 
bkd — Speak, fir, tell me my crime.^ 

Need I, anfwered he, with a look 
that chilled my blood \ need I inform 
you ? — No^ madam, your own heart 
will better explaia the myftery — mys- 
tery did I call it ? No, it can be none 
to you — think not, EUza^ continued 
he with emotion, tenderly as 1 once 
loved you, that 1 (halt any longer be 
made a dupe to your artifice — Go, 
fair diffembler, I am undeceived, and 
know your fondnels is counterfeit. 
Whatever ftruggles it may coft me, 
i will tear your oace idolized image 

* from 
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from my heart, and for your falce; 
will' ever fufpe^t the moft perfeft forms- 
to conceal the moft degenerate natures. 
Let me gp, madam^ added he ; I may 
die with ^e^. but will not indulge 
a weafcnefs my reafon condemns. — Hfc 
broke from me, while I, overcome 
with a variety of contending paflions, 
fell almoft fenfelels into the arms of 
my friend. 

And nowi Cbarlotie^ what is left 
me but death? — My heart irforms 
me! — Deceitful! — I make a dupe 
of you> my lord ? — ^Injurious ! — Do 
I liv« to be treated,, to be infulted in 
this manner ? — Accufed of a. mean- 
nefs my foul abhors ? — Oh this is too 
much! — Affift me pride, teach mc 
te conquer a weaknefe fo ill placed. 
But can I then ccafe to love my dear 

. EJfex? 
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EJfex ? — Impoffibte \ There is no re-* 
medy for my misfortunes. — Farewell, 

dEear CbarktU. 



Eliza Granville, 






tET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



Mifs Eliza Granville, /t 



Mrs. Beaumont. 



NA Y, this is abfolute madnefs — 
would you believe it, Cbar- 
lotte ? my cruel, faithlefs EJfex^ has 
abfolutely been fo far wrought upon^ 
by the inftnuating atts of Mifs Bellmoury 
that I am afTured he is paying his 
addrefles to her. — Have I not all the 
reafon in the world to believe it is flic 
that has been the caufe of all my mi- 
fcry ? I have feea proofs of her cun- 
ning 
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niDg and diflimulation, and am con^ 
vinced (he is capable of being a very 
dangerous enemy. Yet, what an in- 
vention muft fhe have, without the 
lead foundation^,, ta be able thus to 
prepoflefs hin^ againft mc !— Oh what 
a fituation is mine ! — ^But I will not 
long flay to be infultcd, nor be a 
witnefs to her triumph. 

I am fettling my aSairs, in order 
to return to town, tjiougji Lady EJfex 
and my friend oppofe this refokjtion 
with every argument they can colleft, 
Hill kindly endeavouring to perluade me„ 
that this unhappy affair will yet be 
cleared up to our fatisfaftion. I own 
my weaknels would but too eafily in- 
duce me to yield to their defircs, but 
then my pride would be too much 
burt by fuch a condefceniioD. You 

may 
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vttxy believe I (hall not return to Sur" 
John Strattm\ but have refolved t(>- 
go for fome timeto Latdy Betty Grdti- 
vilk\ to whom I have wrote to in- 
form her of my inten&d vifit. 

Had= my \wd?'B behaviour proceeds 
ecF from a natural ficklenefs of di^- 
fition, I could* have borne the change 
with lefs regret, as. that difeovery of 
his imperfcflioit wDuki have affiled, 
to cure my paflion •, but here the cafe 
is widely difFei-ent. I fee phirily he 
ftill loves me, yet from fome unhappy 
•error he will punifti both himfelf and- 
me, by marrying a woman who, I 

■a 

doubt not, is his averfion. Was 
there ever fo- ftrange, fo unaccount- 
able a behaviour ? fuch- unpardonable 
obftinacy, that ftmns every means of 
knowing whether his refentment is 

well* 
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well or ill founded ? — Oh ! deluded, . 
amiable EJfex^ ! you will, but too late 
repent your error. 

My dear Charlotte^ I am fo ill, I 
can hardly hold my pen, my heart is 
oppreffed with inexprefliblc woe, and, 
to add to my afflidHon, my poor 
hucy is in a very bad ftate of health — 
that worthy good creature, whofe a* 
miable behaviour has fo much indear- 
cd her to me.— Adieu, my dear 
friend. 

EsiZA GftANvrtiia. 




LET- 
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LETTER XL. 



Mifs Eliza Granville,. U 
Mrs. Beaumont. 



GOOD heavens I my dear Mrs, 
Beaumont^ Sir Charles Bellmour 
has jufl: now fene, to defirc^ a 
private audience of Lady EJfex — 
Ah ! it is certainly to confult ^th 
her about this detefted marriage — 
What will become of me ! 

You condefceivjl to the moft tender 
enquiries about my maid. I am af- 
fured, by the phyfician, that it will 

be 
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1^ almoft a miracle if Ihe recovers— 
Poor Lucy ! (he is leaving a trouble- 
feme world -, ought I then to mourn 
her rcleafe from care and difappoint- 
ment ? 

I am fcnt for — the poor creature 
is at the point of deaths and begs to 
(peak with me. ^ 

JMiJs Granville in Continuation. ♦ 

Alas, he is not to be found ! — She 
will die, and he will never be con- 
vinced of my innocence 1 

1 cannot fettle to write — what a 

horrid difcovery ! — Who is to be truft- 
ed ?— What fhall I do ?— She will die 
without feeing him ! But to what pur- 
poTe is my inquietude ? Will he re- 
turn the fooncr for my reftleflhefs ? No, 

let 



ii8 ELIZA: Ory:tbe 

\ 

let meiiicn try to give you the,particulmi' 
of the amazingly fhocking difcovery, 
that I have made. Mifs Effix has'jiift 
left me. I have, without naming the 
parties, given her a fhort fkctck of 
what has happened. She infided on 
fending to Sir £harks*s Sot her toother 
— in fpite of my pride I gave my con- 
fent. — Yes, my lord, come and. be 
ftiade fcnfible how much you have in- 
jured me^ by your unpardonable fuf- 
picions. How could you believe me 
guilty of a crime which I fliudder but 
to think of ? — yet, I own fuch proofe ! 
— Forgive me, my dear Charlotte^ I 
am keeping you in painful fulpenfe ; 
I hardly know what I do, but wiU 
once more attempt to explain the my- 

ftery. 

« 

I was 



p 

i 
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I was fent for to the dying Lucy. 
As foot! as I entered the room Ihe 
begged me to difmifs the attendants, as 
fte had fomething oi the utmoft im- 
portance to communicate to me. You 
•may believe I was amazed, but how 

was that amazement increaled, wlien, 
as foon as we were alone, fhe attempt- 
cd to fall on her knees, imploring my 
pardon, which yet, flie faid, Ihe feared 
ihe had too much injured me ever to 
• hope for ! 

Surprifed at fuch a beginning, I 
endeavoured to compofe her mind, ani 
l>egged her to proceed. 

I will, iaid flie, weeping, and in as 
iew words as poffible, for I find my 
end approaching I will tell you with what 
ingratitude I have repaid the many 

favours 
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favours you have heaped on me — ah^ 
madam, I have been your moft cruel 
enemy ! — but w]iere is Lord Effete ? 
Let me do all in my power, by un- 
deceiving him, to reftore you to hap- 
pinefs — 1 beg he may be fent for% 
•—Heaven forbid I Ihould die be- 
fore I have cleared your innocence ! 

After a paufc, which I hadtiot pow- 
er to interrupt, (he told me, with a 

flood of tears, that fhe had been bribed 
by Sir John Stratton to affift him in 
his guilty paflion. She had known 
him long, it feems, before fhe came 

to live with me. Indeed, fhe riulntng 
owned, that fhe h^, while very young, 
been feduccd by one of his libertine 
acquaintance, who had left her 
to; infamy and want, till Sir Jchn^s 
charity relieved herj yet did he never, 

Ihc 
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ihe declares, feek to tfiake an unge- 
nerous ufe of her dependance on his 
bounty, 'till after, by Jjis advice, (he 
x:ame to live -with me,* when by his 
entreaty, joined to her obligations, he 
had perfuaded her to enter into his 
meafures; (ince when they had kept 
up a conftant correfpondence, and by 
his orders fhe . had informed him of 
every thing that pafled in regard to 
me, while at R . He was, itfeem 

fllmoft diftrafted when fhe acquainted 
him of my intended marriage' with 

Lord EJfex^ but as they found it was 
deferred fpr fome time longer than 
was cxpedled, they concerted mca- 

iures to break it off effeflually. For 
this purpofe flie was ordered artfully 

to drop hinti, when fhe could get a 
Vol. II. G pre* 



pretence of talking tff ^ord m[cp(j c^ 
^ ^^v9.^'*^,4"Yal> and if he e^pre/Tqd^apjf, 
curiofity. toknpw who that rival viras* 
fhc fhould fhi^w him Sjr yojbu's lettj^i^^ 
direded by tqe, as I alw^jrs cecucnfid 

them to him« 

She but too pundually followed the 

inftrudtions of her criminal direffor ; an 

opportunity (he fi>on found of Ipeaiking 

, - ' • - •■ ''.'I 

to Lord- EJfeXy as I- treated I^er more 

on the footing of a companion. tha||i 
feryant. — My Lord was at %ft, it| 
ieems, verv much offended at her in- 
finuations, and would give no credit 
to what fhe told him, but fhe pro- 
mifed, if he would permit her, to give 
convincing proofs of my falihood, pre- 
tending, that nothing but her adinira- 
(ion. of,; an^ eft^mjfor h^s. uncopmon 

nicrit 
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merit could- hav€ induced her fo warm- 

1]^ tO' intereft herietf in his concerns, 
as to betray the fccrets of her lady. 
But, indeed, ipy lord, faid th^ artful 
cr/catute, I am the I^f$ z!St£J^ with 
her kind treatment of me, as it is ra- 
ther a bribe to fecure her honour by 
my filence, than out of regard to me-— 
She knows I am acquainted with her* 
indifcreet conduA,' which, heaven is 
my witneis, I would never have re- 
vealed^ but to fave fo accomplifhed 
a nobleman from an union to unwodithy 
of his merit. 

In this manner (he paved the way 
for the fuccefs of her fcheme, but 
flill my lord was too well perfuaded of 
my ^rtue to give an eafy credit to my. 
aiperier. Yet he appeared thoughtful . 
jand uneafy , fhe fay s^ after this con- 

G 2 * fcr^aos;^ 
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fcrence, for feveral days, when Ihe a- 
gain took an q)portuniiy of Ipeaking 
to him. 

You feemed, my lord, faid ihe, to 
doubt what juftice compelled ^ne to 
reveal to you, but I now bring a more 
convincing proof than my bare afler- 
tion. What intereft can I have in in- 
venting an intrigue between Sir John 
and my lady ? Do I not rather ftand 
a chance of forfeitii^ my all, by fuch 
an important difcovery ? But let what 
will be the confcquence, I am deter- 
mined to aft up to what my confcience 
diftates to me is right — ^Yes, ray lord, 
I will, if poflible, iav£ you from ruin 
— rHumble as my ftation is, I yet have 
a foul capable of generous iibntiments, 
and deeply affedted with your virtues- 
Suffer not, then, a partial paffion to 

blind 
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Mod your reafon-^Miis GrateoiUe is 
greatly unworthy your attachment.— 
Do you know that writing? added 
flie, Ihewihg him a letter— You fee it 
k Sir Johff^ — Read it my lord— I have 
ventured to commit an a&ion not quite 
warrantable, to- convince you that I 
feek not to deceUre you. — If this proof 
is not deemed fufiicient^ I (hall foon 
have more of the fan>e kind to firength- 
en it» as I alone am^trufted with the 
fecrct of their correfpondcnce.-^l will 
leave it with you, fir, for a few mi- 
nutes *tiU you have read it, when I 
exped to have it returned, that 1 may 

replace it £rom whence I took it. 

I could hardly keep myfelf from 
fainting, my dear Charlotte^ during 

Shis recital"— I afked to fee the horrid 

G 3 letter. 
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Jettct;-^~--^TJke.c(yitCftts were as fat 
lows* 

To Jfff/T'tjRA'NVILLE. 

" Yefc, my barely iEfea / Yourar- 
^m€A«s.4ttVft: At Isfb convinced mc-^ 
Gire. iShm jmnr id«ar *aRd to Lord 
Efi^Cj iince 'Hoching k& can fecure 
your honour^ :biit beware, my adored 

m\&p6&y .^&dW)^ou admit a rival in yotir 

heart, a licatt'th^^t I would die fooncc 
than refinquifh the pofleffion of^— ^But 
it IS impoflible you Ihould — ^we were- 
formed for each other,, our aJfieftions,. 
our pallions harmonrze — ^Your bolbm 

will be cold and infenfible to all but 
jne. I am perfuaded your gende foul 
is incapable of tender emouons but for 
its kindred mind— But, ah, my Mza ! 

What 



MiflQfy ^f Mtfs Gfanvillc. 147 

What a tedious abfence have I been 
efcliged to fu^rt ? i— What haippi- 
flefs are We obliged to ^Ve tip i(St the 
fear of a eeftrforioas ^orid ?-^ThaAk 
Iteavieh yttiir itaiiritge '^iH relieve us 
#dm iMs reftraint. Yes, my anget, 
•><te fhall it^x. again, wlitn pu Will ibe- 
come one of our fuilily. Lord Effex 
15 the very hufband one would wiftt 
^r, in our lituation'^— (^n, fincere mnd 
unffuipe6teng. — ^Haften then this crud, 
Bflcefiaty unipn, which is to bring with 
it a felidi;^ that (^ly can maice )ifb 
^[pport^te to your adoring^ devoted. 



G 4 P. S 
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P. S. Continue, by your favours, 
m i'ccurc the fidelity of your fervant 
— She has been very ufeful to us in 
our correlpondence. Your dear letters 
are my only confolation in our melan- 
choly leparation ; need I, then, defire 
you to be punctual in writing ? — hr 
dieu, my only charmer/* 

Oh! Charlotte! What a horriif 
treachery is here ! — Detefted man !— 
Can you any longer wonder at the be- 
Jiaviour of my EJfex? — ^What con- 
vincing reafon was there here for his 
jealoufy ! How muft he have detefted 
your peor Eliza\ believing her guilty 
cf fuch monftrous crimes ! 

He is not yet returned — good hea- 
vens, (he will die, and he continue 

•» 

ignorant 
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ignorant of my innocence ! For ^ho 
can clear it but my bale accufer ?— I am 
almoft diftradted — it is now late, and, 
in all probability, (he has but a few 

hours to live. 

3S( '0. }SC 

Rejoice with me, my dear friend f 
Though I now can never expeft him 
ta be mine, he will yet know that I am 
¥iot unworthy of that once expefted 
happinefs* 

He is now with the perfidious Lucy» 
How my heart fkttcrs! — ^What will 
he fay to me, when we mttt ? How 
cxcufe his too hafty belief ? Will he 
not repent of his cruelty ? But, alas ! 
it is now too late, for is he not en- 
gaged to Mifs BeHmourJ-^Oh^ my too 

G 5 crcdu' 
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<tcdulous EJfexl We afc feparated 6r 
CTcrT 

Adieu, my deardl Cbarktt€ \ m- 
dcr every change I can never ccafe to 
Ipe yours^ 



Eliza Granville. 




LET- 
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LtTtER XU. 



Mifs E L I 4S A G RVl K V I L L E^ /^ 

JWr^. BeaumoNT*^ 



WHAT a dreadful fufpenfe an* 
1 in ! — ^My lord left the houfc, 
after having been about a quarter of 
an hour with Lucy. — Where can he be 
gone ? — I cannot expeft to fee him. to 
night, to-morrow, if I live, you ffi^ 
have the farther particulars of this 
affair — Good night. 

G 6 . 
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Tuefdaj mormng. 

My Lord didnotretwn till very 
late. Mils Effex fat up, in hopes of 
feeing him, but was difapix)inted. 
He went 4nnnediately to his apart- 
ment, to which he is now confined by 
indifpofition. Poor Lord EJJex ! In 
jpite of the uneafinefs he has made 
me fuffer, my heart fctls for him. — 
Do not too -much blame my weaknefe, 
Charlotte^ but I own, in ipite of my 
pride, I half feair I fliould not refiife 
him my pardon, were he to iblicit 
it. 

His fifter has httn with him this 

morning. He hardly Ipoke to her, 
but appeared in profouad melancho- 
ly.— He only feid, preffiog her hand, 

and 
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and deeply fighing, diat he had ruined 
himftlf hj his folly and ralh credu- 
lity.— She endeavoured to con(bIe him, 
but with little effedk — ^He begged to 
be left aloncr 

Lady EJfex is fo apprehealive for his 
health, that fhe has lent fpr his phy- 
iician. If he is in danger^ what will 
become of me ? Yet I hope it will be 
but a flight illnefs. It might eafily be 
cxpefted he could not be very well, 
after fufiering fuch violent agitation as 
I know the horrid difcovery would 
caufe in him.. 

The poor guilty creature, who has 
given us all fuch uneaflnefs, is now at 
the point of death. I was prevailed 
on, by her earneft and repeated en- 
treaties, to pay her another vifit. 

My heart was not proof againft her 

prayers , 
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prayers and tears. I granted tet !*at 
pardon without Which, Art IkiH, (lie 
could not die in peace. Hair fmctfffc is 
her repentance! May Ihe fijird that 
mercy from heaven which fhe fo itt^ 
Yently inrofcris ! 

With great confiifion Ihe owfted to 
me, that an unhappy, hcfpelefs paffldn, 
Ihe had involuntarily conceivedfor Lord 
£^ex, had, more than any thing elfe, 
urged her to the treachery fhe had prac- 
ticed againft me •, and that love, envy,, 
jealoufy, and delpair, had prompted her 
to feek my ruin. She rejoices at die 
prolpe'ft of death, as the only end to 
her fhame and mifery. I left her in 
a fainting fit, her fpirits exhaufted by 
the violence of her emotions. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Effex h^ aiked tilethfe particu- 
lars of this ihocldiig affair, of whic^h 
I had only given her fome obfcure 
hints : I told her as much as I could, 
without naming her brother-in-law. 
She was greatly afFefted, though fhe 
knows not the moft dreadful part of 
it. I hope my lord will be equally cau* 
tious, for into what mifery would it 
plunge them to know the worthlefs 
alliance they have made with this bafeft 
of men ! 

This Phyfician will never come- 
How anxious am I to hear how my lord 
is ! — Why will not decency, why will 
not pride, permit me to fee him ?— 
Oh, too amiable Efjfex ! did you but 
know how much 1 fuffer on your ac- 
count, you would no longer defpair of 

my forgivencfe. 

I dif. 
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I diijpatch this letter, my dear Char- 
hlte. £xpe6k another as ibon as I 
know what is likely to be the hxz 



Your 



5.LIZA GRANVILtf; 




LET- 
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LETTER XLIL 



Mifs Eliza Granville, t$ 
Mrs. Beaumont. 



DEAR Charlotte! lx^rdEJfex\% 
in a raging fever, and quite de- 
lirious* The Phyficians return ambi- 
guous anfwers to our enquiries, fhake 
their heads, and feem ta think him 

in great danger. What will become 
of Lady EJfex and her daughter ?— - 
But who is fo miferable as your unfor- 
tunate friend ?^ — ^Why, alas ! am I not 
permitted to attend him ? — ^Cruel re- 

ftraint ! 
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ilraint! Why is it deemed impro^ 
per? — Surely, my prefence, my ten-^ 
der affiduity would contribute to his 
recovery. 

Mils EJfeXy with tears, entreats me 
to accompany her to her Brother.— 
Yes, I will go, though my trembling, 
heart almoDb fails me. 

5S( 33f 53r 

Oh^ Ch'aHotUl I hareieen' himt 

9 

Seen the once blooming Eflex, pale^ 
Emaciated, and almoft expiring ! WhaTt 
a fcene! 

He has, for fcme tirtic paff, CSifcen' 
no notice of any body. In vain his 
tender mother and filler have %oke to 
him-, he ieems quite infenfible^ and 
does not appear to know them. As: 

ibon; 
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Ibon as I ertteced the roc>m, Lady 
EJfex drew tiack the curtains aftd 
named me. He haftily turned his 
head and fixed his eager eyes on her. 
I approached the bed, W€ej>ing. He 
kiftandy knew tne and uttered an ex-- 
clamarion of iurprife and joy. I could 
not fpe^, but held out my hand, 
which he faindy prefled between his, 
and, railing his eyes to heaven, indif-^ 
tin£Uy expreffed his gratitude for my 
condefcenfion. I fat down by hinr^ 
-and we both continued fiknt for fevc- 
ipal minutes. The phyfieian came ih,, 
and, finding my lord unuiually agitated^ 
whilpered Lady ^ftx th^ fny pfefence 
too much aflfedted him, and begged me 
to retire. My lord ftill held my hsih(3, 
and> guefiing^hat theyfkid, thought 

Ihejr 
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thcf ipoke low, whoi I attempted tc^ 
ivithdrawy. he gave me a moft exprcf- 
fively tender looky and, turning ta 
them, with a voice that fpoke his ki- 
dignation, aqcufcd them of cruelty, but 
they pcrfifted in the meafures thcf 
thought neceflary, and dechared, if we 
would not endanger his life, we Ihould 

immediately leave him : This was fuf* 
ficient to make me do violence to my- 
fclfi I arofeyand,, deeply fighing,.lcfc 
the room. 

Oh, Charlotte I if He- fliould die ! — - 
Good heavens ! — but I could not long 
furvive him* 

The wretched Lucy expired lait 
night.— What a variety of melancholy 
objefts furround me ! And, but for an 
uncommon fhare of Ipirits, I muft, 
ere this, have funk under the weight of 

my 
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rmy misfortunes. How much am I 
obliged to my friend for her confolato- 
ry letters ! Pardon mc, that I give 
you fuch fad employment — but for 
your Eliza you would know nothing 
•but joy^ bleft as you are in one of 
theJ^eft of men. Forgive me for b€f-^ 
ing an allay to your happinefs, .though 
I thereby give you an opportunity of 
manifefting the gentle goodnefs of your 
.heart, while you fo fccUngly fympa- 
ithi?:e with 

Your 

Eliza Granville. J 






LET. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



. A^ Eliza Granville, rt 
Mrs. Beaumont. 



T T O W (hall I exprcfs. my joy ? 
* -*• He is better ! The dear EJfex is 
out of danger! — What cannot love 
cffiba.? He began to recover from 

the moment I had been with him. In 
a little time I am affured he will be 
able to leave his apartment; he feels 
no renriainder of his indifpofition but 
langour and weaknefs. His filler tells 

mc 
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ig^.he is^ Impatumt to plead ibr par-^ 
4^0. at my... feet, Ob! my amia- 
bh. EffexJ yqa arc already forgiven, 
for have you not fever dy atoned for 
yQurcmori^f^Yesj^Ci^/^//^; my hopes 
j«jdve^'^.'flialli' yet be happy. ^. How 
amplyi. ihatti l/ht rewarded for my 
luflbcings, when unked^ to this molt- 
amiable man! — Oh !* gracious hea- 
ven J; ^lat do I fee ? he inhere r 
■...'■■ . . ■ 

. • - • ■ t 

)&l >5€ )3( 

How ftiaU ^ I : defcrihe. our interview ? - 
It; is not in the power g£ ^ords. 

Pale and trembling, he caft himfelf 
a.t my feet, claiped n^ knees, looked 

at me withr inexpeOable tendernefs, 
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but <:ould not Ipeak, yet a filence, more 
eloquent .than the mofl: ftudied 
language, his exprelfive eyes teilified at 
once his love and fornow. 

I conjdnued for ibme time .motion- 
leis, my arm leaning on a :table» fup- 
ported my head, and my handkerchief 
at my eyes, to conceal my tears.— 
After a few moments paufe, with a 
voice* that teilified his emotion. Speak, 
my adorable Eliza^ faid he, pronounce 
my doom, while like a criminal I hide 
my guilty head.— -He was filent, re- 
cUning his face on my knee. 

Rife, my lord, faid I, in a trem- 
bling voice ; can you miftake the caufe 
of my emotions ? Do they appear the 
fymptoms of dilpleafure ? Ah ! fir, 
will you never gain a true knowledgi^ 
of your EUza ? 

My 



Mjr EUza? Cried h^, oh, unmeritedl 
goddneis ! H(W uii.warth)r have I made 
myfelf ^ that bkQjiig ! 

Let u$ fQYgcts what is p^ itater- 
^upted (, the recolledtion as too paioM 
—Greatly as I have ftrfFcrcd, the prid^ 
q£ injured virtue yields to tendorne6; 
Do not be ungenerous for this, pea^ 

m 

haps, , too frank confeffion— 'The good 
opinion I have of Lord ^ffex induce m^ 
to ad in a different manner from wliat 
another in my circumftances would 
think neceflary. Why ftiould I affeii 
a difpleafure I no Ipngjer feel ? You 
have, n>y lord, given fiifficicnt proofs 
that you repent of your rafhneft. 

Ah ! no, my lavely Eliza^ cried he,- 
my whole life will be; too little for thatji 
but if you can ftill condefcend to think 

Vol,. IL H fevour- 
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favourably of me, my future conduft 
jhall fpcak for me.— Oh ! my EUzn'l 
will you, after all my errors and follies, 
confent to be mine ?— I bluftimg held 
out my hand, which he eagerly preffed 
to his lips, and was going to thank me, 
when his fitter joined us — He arofe, 

and, with the moft fervent tranlports, 
told her his happinefs — She congratu- 
lated him, and praifcd my goodnefi, 
as 0ie was pleafed to call it. 

Lady EJfex has been informed of our 
reconciliation. She teftified the greateft 
pleafure on the joyful occafion. With 
eyes raifed to heaven, Ihe joined our 
hands, with a prayer that nothirg for 

m 

the future might prove a hindrance to 
a union, in which her heart, no left 
than her fon*s, was deeply intereltcd. 

Am 



Am I , awakci - Cbarhtte /*— rl caa 
•hardly believe my fenfes — Wluit a 
quick tranfition from mifery to happi- 
nefe ! I know your gentle bolbm will 
fympathize in my felicity, as you have 
c^er gener6ufly done in n)y grief. The 
re-eftablifhment of my lord's health is 
now the only delay to our marriage, 
-and that, he fays, cannot poflibly be 
long, fince his illncfs mull vanifh now 
the caufe is removed. 

I fear I fhall for fome time have but 
little leifiire to write to my friend, but 
Mifs EJfex has pj;omifed to fupply my 
place, and will, from time to time, in- 
form you of any incidents that may 
■be judged capable of amufing you. 
Yet, have you not promifcd, if your 
health will permit, to favour us with 

H 2 your 
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yoor company ?-— Ah, come my dear 
Charlotte^ and compleat the happmeis 
erf* your ever afibftionate. 



Eliza Granvxi,!,!. 




LET- 
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LETTER XLIV. 



Sir' John Stratton, to L$ri 

EsSEXr 



BE n«t fiuprUed) nf^ lord, and 
i^ore yourftlf the trouble of 
frwdefi rcpmalfes; A paiSion like 
mine fcorns yDur c^fure, or the Opi- 
nion of the world. In fpite of every 
ebftacle, while I have life, I will never 
ceafe to adore my Eliza — Take that^ 
if you ^uld be delivered from ^ ri^al, 
who, however delpifcci or rgtiSed, wiB 

H 3L not 
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not tamely fee his only happinefs fon 

vilhcd from him. 

Your filler, whom you mayjuftly^ 
accufe. me of injuring, . and my uncon-- 
querable love for Mifs Granville^ ought 
to roufc your refentment and ftimulate 
you to revenge. Come therr, my. Ibrdj 
one of us mull die, Jullice, accord- 
ing to the opinion of .the world, is on; 
your fide : With this advantage pre- 
pare to meet me/ Aftuated. only bf 
powerful love, you (hall yet find a re-^ 
iblute and undiaunted enemy in, your, 
lordlhip's ujoft obedient fervant^ 

John Strattok. 

P. S. Chufe your own weapon and: 
fix the time and place. 

LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 



T,ord E s s E X, A? Sir John 

SxRATTONf 



IWill then, fir, (pare my juft re- 
proaches dtia niif)d ib Idft to eyery^ 
fentiment of goodnds and honour as* 

yours is, fince they are not likely to 
produce any good cffcft*. I wiil likewife 
fo far matter my refentihent, as to leave, 
the chaftifement of. your crimes to^ 
heaven, nor will I add to the weight 
of woe, that muft already but too much 
opprefi my unfortunate fitter, by a; 

H 4 pub^r 
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my rage ; but now, nothing but con-- 
fenting to give me fatisfadion, (hall 

prcfcrve you from being branded, with 
the name of coward. Think of this 
and aft accordingly. Not the eftablifhed 

fame you boaft of^ will be able to ibr- 
cure you from infamy, if you rcfufe. 
10 meet the incehied. 



Stratton;. 



^usi y(^Wl^ 




-«CJ" 
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I^ord- Essex, ■ ta Sir J.o hn. 



St RAT TON. 






YOUR infolence has produced the 
cfFedt you fought. My reient- 

mcnt drowns the. voice of reafon and 
confcience. Thefc now in viin remon- 
ftrate againflr the criine you urge ifte 
to. Yes, fir, I will meet you, and if 
to give you death will render you ia- 
tisfaftion, prepare to receive it. My 
fword was never drawn in a more jufti- 
fiable caufe, and I have no reafon t# 
. - H 6 doub 
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doubt cither my (kill or courage;—^ 
But words are vain-^I will give you; 
more convincmg proo& of what I a£- 
fert. Next Monday, then> at the north- 

lide of my park, I fhall expeftyou.T — The 

ktervtl I dedicate to lovis and my 
Eliza. Before that time X fhall have: 
the tranfporting happinefs of calling 
her mine, and after that let heaven dif- 
ppfe of me as it kcs fit.- — But till I en- 
joy that felicity, neither man nor dc» 
vil fhall compel me to give a moment 
of my time to any thing but joy andi 
xapturc. After that I am yours. 



Essex. 



LET:^ 
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LETTER XLVIIt 



Mifs Sophia Essex, to Mrs. 
Beaistmont, 



CDNGRATtTLATE US, my dear Mrsi 
BtaumoM! I have ftolen away from 
rfi« happicft pair I bcliew that is ttsf 
he met with this day in England^ to 
tell you, that we arc jiaft returned frotti 
church, and that the important cere- 
mony is over. Eliza looks like an an* 
gel, nor is my brt)ther*s pcribnr much- 
inferior to tht fair bride's ; the tran-* 
Jports - he experiences on this joyfu 

o:: 
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occafion has entirely banilhed everyr 
lymptom of his late diforder. 

At Eliza^s rcqucft we made rather- 
a private wedding of it — No-body was 

prefent but our own family, excepting 
Mrs. Stanhope and her two agreeable 
daughters, and your friend's favourite, 
old Lord IVilmoty who aflied as her far 
ther, and made Lord EJfex the moft^ 
valuable prefent in his eftimation,. that 
he ever received in his life. 

As we are perfeAly intimate with 
ourguefts, there will be no reftraint, or 
ceremony amongft us, and the day- 
promifes to be fpent with a.ferene and 
agreeable pleafure, rather than what. 

is. called mirth ; all amufing themfelves . 
as .they think proper. , 

Ilcft' 
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r left the company divided into two lit- 
tle parties, hord Wilmot J Mrs, Stanhope^ 
and mama form one- of them; While- 
EUza^ the Mifs Stanhopt\ and my 
brother, dt ibme dRtance feated in the 
bow windovF, compofe the other more 
youthful and animated fociety. 

I mufl: go down; I fee my Lord< 
walking in the park with his lovely 

bride, it is therefore neceflary for me 

to- go and entertain the young ladies. 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Beaurnont^ 1: 
will refume my pen the firft opportu- 
nity.. 

^!^" Z*^* ^•\'. . j 

_ _ " • 

We are a good deal alarmed; my 
dear Mrs. Beaumont:, yet hope a little 
time will deliver us from this painful* 
anxiety.. 
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Wc were fcarcely feated at -the tea^ 
table, where my lord was entertaining, 
us with luiufual vivacity,, wheo- a {tt* 
vant delivered him a note, and' feid the' 
peribn that brought it waitied.ibr a« 
anfwcr, and begged to fee his lor4(hi{H. 
He looked at the writings ^nd^ 1 
thought, I obferved a little emotion in 
his face, but it vanifhed aimed in-* 
ilantly. He immediately arofe and bade 
tiic fervant condudt him to the meflen- 

ger. 

None of us tlwught any thing o£ 
the matter, 'till waiting a confiderabfe 
time, Lady EJfepc expreflcd fome fur- 
prife at his being fo- long abfent, and 
fent to. enquire where he was, fhe re- 
ceived for anfwer, that his lordlhip^. 
after fome moments converiation. with, 
the ftrariger, went out with him. 
., ;/■' KUztt 
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Eliza was greatly agitated 3t this ac- 
count, and abruptly left the room, h 
followed her^ but as fhe had fattened 
her door, and I knew not how to 

quiet her fears, I retired without afk- 
ing admittance, and fat down to in* 
form you of this unaccountable event. 

Yet, after all, may it not be Ibmc 
unavoidable bufmefs that detains him ? 
1 am every moment expefting a mcC^ 
fage to tell us the reafbtr of his ab- 
fence, or elfe that he will return him-, 
fclf J for to leave us on fuch a day,, 
and fo abruptly too, without afUgning^ 
any reaibn for it, is very unlike his ufual 
behaviour.. But we fhall fee, I ddubl 
not, he has fiilEcient motives for his, 

* 

conduft. It is now near eight o'clock 
— What an age does it appear fince he 
fcft us ! — 1 muft go down to. the com- 
pany— 
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pany — ^Perhaps he is returned, if notr 
I' will refume my pen, for the time 
feems lefs tedious while \ am fo em^ 
pl6yed. 

*'jt^ \tk^ ^^kf 

0, ysi A' 

The company are gone. It is al- 
moft nine o'clock and no news of Lord; 
EJfex. They thought their prefence. 
was a reftraint on us, and as EKza ient 
to excufe her aBfencc, imagined (be 
would be more at eafS when they were 
away. In reality we began to be but 
very indifferent company to each other.. 

They kindy endeavoured to alleviate, 
our fears by inventing plaufible rea- 
ions for his ft'ay, but I* could fee, ne- 
verthelefs, they were as much furprifed. 

at it as ourfelves. 

QbX 
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Oh ! my dear Mrs. Beaumont ! What 
can flic mean by what fhe bids rae write 
to you ? 

The weeping Eliza came into my 
room this inftant. Tell my Charlotte^ 
faid.flie, with wildnefs in her looks 
and manner, and wringing her hands, 
that I am ruined— My EJfex^ continued 

Ihe, in araifed voice, and flinging herfelf 
on the bed, my EJfex is killed ! I Ihall 
never fee him more !. — Qh ! thou exr 
ccrable Stratton t 

I arofe, terrified to death at her ex- 
clamation, and the mention of my bro- 
ther in-law. I begged her to explaiii' 
herfelf, but, alas!' fhe was incapable 
of anfwering^— ihe had fainted away* 
1 immediately called for afliftancc ; my 
mother and. feveral attendants are 



.♦ 

now. 
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now endeavouring her recovery. But 
flie no fooner fhews figns of life than 
fhe inftantly relapfes itom one fit into 
another, and in that condition fhe has» 
been for near an hour* Judge of our 
unhappy fituation \ 

It is now near ten o'clock;^ and no^ 
Lord EJJex returned. 

OR ! Mrs. Beaumgnty my heart dier 
within m? ! — Lady EJfex is ali^oft ift as* 
bad a way as your friend ! Heavens f 
what dreadful fcenes do I not expe^ 
tQ be engaged ia ! 

k is as I feared^-Oh mjrsraia);^ 
brother ! — How fhall I dcfctibe ous 
fituation ? 

EUtui was a little re(;overed when we 
•Hfere alarmed^, With, a confufcd noUc in 

the 
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!t!he'hall, and my fervant indiforeetly 
rufhed into my apartment, pale, and 
•out of breath, and) without knowing 

Y^h^t fhedid* named my lord, and ap' 
speared ready to faint. Your friend 
sheard her, and, gucfllng the horror of 
her fate, fprang from the bed, and^ 
with alniofl incredible fwiftA^is, flew 
do^ flairs. I followed, when the firft 

objefb that prefehted itfclf, W43 my be- 
loved brother, his face the pifture of 

-death, fiipported by his fervants, 
who were conveying him to his apart- 
ment. Eliza uttered a loud fcream,t 
clafpcd her hasH.ds, and flarted a few 
paces back, then extending her arms, 
Ihe ran and clalped her dying Ej[ex to 
her breaft, and looking' round to me, 
with a countenance iS) mournful that 

IfhaU 
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* 

I Ihall never forget it, pointed to 
her huifband, raifihg her eyes to 
heaven, heaved a deep figh and fell 
fcnfelefs on his body. 

Greatly as 1 flood in need of it myfelf. 
I yet endeavoured to give her affiftance. 
My lord too, thougli weak with the 
Itols ' of blood, tried to fiippoirt her — ^ 
My Eliza^ faid Tie, in a faint voice, 
look up my Jbve— Thy JS^ir calls t^ee. 
My wound is flight — I yet Ihall^ Kve to 

repay this tcndernefs. He prefled his 
Kps to her cold chcek> and it was with 
great? difficulty I jpfe vailed on him to 

T ' • ■ 

• ' 1 !• '• • • - • \ ' 

fuffer liCr to be removed,, though the 

pbfition (be was in could not fail to be 

... .1 

very painful to him. 

By my perfuafions., he at h& -con- 
Icnted to be carried, to hw ^artmem, 

but 



^ut not till he had, repeatedly, re- 
commended his Eliza to my care. 

Tell her, faid he, that my wound 
is not mortal, I am fui'e it is not, and 
-let no afliftartce be wanting to Sir John 
'SlraitoHj who will foon be brought 
here. He ftands in far more need of 
help than I do. 

That unfortunate guilty man was, in 
left than a quarter of «n hour, brought 
to the caftle. They had been forced 
jco procure a Jeind of litter before he 
could be removed. The furgeon, who 
has been font for to examine his wounds, 
has pronounced them mortal. My 
generous brother would not fufFcr his 
tp be drefled *till after they had done 
what was neceflary to Sh- John, Mef- 
fengers^ arc difpatched for more advice, 

the 
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Ac 0oly furgeon -ifc could yet pr©ciire> 
is now with Lord :^^.*~<jood heayeiis, 
how I tremble, y€t long to know his 
opinion of him ! 

Oh, Mrs. BemmuM ^jfAi^t a wedding 
d^y has this been !•— The poor Eiiza 1 
—Her grief has perfe(9:ly ftupified ht(. 
Even tears refufe their aid, and (he is 
Judged to be in great danger, if they 
do not come to her relief — My dear 
mother too is aknoft diftradted, in dan- 
ger of Ipfing an only and beloved Ion, 
>md, to coniplcat. her mifery, convinced 
pf the worthlfiis alliance that my amir 
al^ fifter has made. 
. It is judged jieceffary |br me to 
write a few lines to thatunfortunate lady, 
as fhe might, perhaps, blame us if 
her unworthy h^iband dies without 

hef 



hgx feeing him. Wiiat mehnchol/ 
taiks arc impofed on me ! Yet, per-^ 

haps, the wxKiXf xk^vc, v^^ox Ttfff et<* 
^rtlng myielf, and being 1^ much em« 
ployed, help to fupport mj Ipirits, 

■ - ' 

'S9PHIA Essix. 




VOL. II. 



ht Ti 



^ 



tfo -■ E L T'Z X'i. > •, . i\\ 



-.11 If 



J.'E X T 'ET R ' XtlX. : 



#»■»•• . = f: 



r . 



Af^ Sophia Essex, to Mru 

BSAUMONT. 



IH A V E feen the furgeori at hft, 
and anxioufly enquired what be 
thought of my/ 'brother. He 'owned 
he was yet very ^oqbtful of his reco- 
very, but bid me hope the belt — Oh 1 
can I hope ? No, my dear Mrs, 
Beaumonty I fee, but too clearly, he 
is in great danger by the ambiguous 
anfwer he gave me. Alas ! I (hall lofe 
kirn then I My amiable EJfex f thou 

more 
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« 

more than brother ! — What will be- 
come of iric 7 

It is judged necefiaty, jn ord<r to 
awaken Eliza from the dangerous In- 
fcnfibility into* which her grief has 
plunged her, to kt her fee her Effix. 
The furgeon is to prepare him for the 
interview. I only wait for that gentle* 

Ihaii s return to attend her to his a* 

•• ♦■ ' 

partment. 

.•.-■=■ 

"0. )8( '%. 

-. • •, * • * 

Notwiihftanding the caution that 

was ufed, in preparing my brother tp 
receive. {^. yifit, fro^i his lady, he wa% 
jy:<atly.;tcrri4e4;at her danger, an4 
Icarciely coul4 he be. reftraiAed, in 
jpire^of his weaknefs, frpm going to 

I 2 het 



I7Z BZ,!^ 4t ^« /«r 

her affiftance. He h very in^paticn^ 
to fee her — I am ^oing to ^accoo^ 
panyher tqrhuxu 

s s $ 

i^/z^ Tuflfered herfelf to be led jo my 
brothef^i apartment, withput making 
the Icaft enquiry where W were ^ing 
with her— Her grief is too deep for 
utterance, only her deathlike coun- 
tenance gives teftimonies of what 
(he feels. 

As foon as ftie faw my brother. Ihe 
fpriing from us, and, running to the 
bed, flung herfeif on her knees by 
Jmn, and extending her arms, her 
Kcftd fuc^ on hk, flie burft inio tiVf 
moft vieteftt fit of weeping I «vcr; 
KeaffL In » tender, and endearing 

manner 
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manner he endeavoured to footh hen 
Her ibba abnoft choaked her, while (he 
held Ms'hand claimed ill hers, and her 
ftreamiiig eyes eagerly fixed on hif 
iace. Ar^ft the violence of her e- 
motion fubfided, and with a &ultering 
voice, ike ofiien repeated his name. 
Her worda were fcarceljr intelligible. 

* My S^tt ! — My dying EffixJ-^^sis 
aH fliecould utter <}iftiQAly---'My brb- 
thcr was deeply affefted, the fympha- 
tfifeirtg tear ran down hiirttianljr checks, 
while he ikid evdry thing he could 
think of to banifli her apprchenfions. 

: I fttalli not die, my dearcft life, faid 
he i iilk^that gefiflediaif, he will tell 
y6u lt\y W6\ands are not in th^ lej^ ' 
^dang^tew^. Kill me' hot tlien, mj^ 

lonely Eliza^ with your tender 

I 3^ wo^ 
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Moc — we fliall yet be happy^ Let me 
hut fee my charming bride more 
compofed and I (hall have notlung to 

fear. Ah! my Eliza J You wiH .4e-; 
ftroy your EJfex with your moving fbr- 
row. She immediately dried her tears. 

Wretch that I an?, _ faid (he, what 
am I doing ? — Ah ! pardon: me, my> 

dear huA)and, I will npt weep— Sec 
I am compoied — But let them not: 
force me from you. Indeed I will not 
dilburb you with my complaints, only 

• • * " 

fuffer mc to attend you with tender^ 

> •■ - • * ' ■ 

uatchful afliduity* 

Yes, my arigel, cried he, preffing 
\uLV to his breaft, we will not be fe- 
parated again*- Your prefence will do 

more tlian all their other ^remedies^ 

» * ■ ' • .. • ■. 

By 



- »* 
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By their mutual dcfirc a couch was 
placed by his bedfide^ on which I lefS 



Eliza. 



^ - "r T '^ f 



May heaven take pity on the ami- 
able 'and tender pair, and fparc the 

life of my dear brother, or we mufl: 

for ever bid adieu to happinefs in this 
lixe ! ^ . * - i..-' ». 

Farewell, my dear Mrs. Beaumont^ 
I am ready to fink under the weight 
\j!f ipy fprrt)W8. Ber«v:e' nfc yourst 



Sophia £$s;e^ ] 



I 4 
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LETTER L. 



Mj/s Sophia, T&snx, H Sfrtk 

BsAUMONT. 



NEIXHEIt mymotimtmi' 
have feea Sir Jcthn SiraUon^-^ 
How can we ? Yer, tke comlicioa he is. 
In^ fpite of his crimes, excites my 
pity, rtis recovery is imfjoffible^ tho** 

jt is thoi ght he may linger on a paia- 
ful life for ^ few days longer* 

I have talked to his fervant, who. 
was Witaeis to th<t fliQcking reacounter 



• ♦ 



they walked up and down the fftdtc 

ibtigbt) that be dkt nbt hear tlKir 

eofiverfitTOni btrt he gii«ftd^^ by th* 
calmnefs tX^lJfAEffhi and the trgitatS^ 
er^thatappekred iii1ii9<fti^ei^>» thdt^he 
ftimer waa endeammfiniD^ tor dttfiiaid^ 
Kim itom the criiie ^ «nd> evm wJie^ 
they 2»ere engpiged; nq^ Intlthar jsktfacfr 
|bu^ ta 4ef(Biid< Eimieff thbh^wo^ndl: 
Us aacs^oQ^^', iiot .Sir ^hk^ waa & 
nguar^d b|t hia .paffion^/ ^at ht 

i|iftedup<mi^^d(Mlf^ ihfpitbcsfthe 
etiier^k :i3fible:defii«tto:i&Vehiiii^ iHU 
fi|^^ )f^heh;hi% xna&r fel^./he/jcan td 
A^ affiftaiice,: jtpd |b^ jDf^^ J5|k9^, 



^ , . 



J . 
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him to bind tip the wotiiids ^ ^ 

JQvlf* ' \ ' ■ 

Yoa would ti<k be perftwdedj iw2t 
my brother.. R|ifli man ! -ITiavQitjceii 
forced to commie an a<5Ho() that will 

* 

imbitter my whole fiiturf Ijfe^ : - j -> 
Y^u have no caCife >]^-€hat|/aiH 
^Krered the othdr in a faint v(Hce» preP- 
fieg kis hand; I forgive you my 
deaths it is ivhai I fepj^he^ I am ViW^ 
as I could wifl)« EViisa^ ednti&ued he^ 

laifing hb eyes to faeayai^ the dear 
Eliza is yours. - He .'faiixted -vioth, kds 
of blood, as he fpoke thefe nmrds. . My 
kbxl ordd'cd thej&nrant fotiun for afr 
fiftance/ IwAbh .£hdiDg::his^.3ftrengtfar 
quite ^xh'auftedy he fdlcdtiiit^n'by Sir 
5^^ibf, atid in thU condition t^ were 
%»aA at the peopfe'fl^ return, and car- 
ried 



md . to the neareft fartn-hcmic. They' 
would have conveyed 1117 brother ta 
the caftle, but Jxt would not l^ve 
Sir John till a pr(^r carriage was pro; 

vided for ius conveyance^ 

This is the imperfect a<;count I h^vcr 
reccived.of this melancholy afiah*. The 
furgeons are ftiil doubtful of hiy«brOir 
ther*s recovery^ yet they think there 
are hopes if he continues free from a 
fever. 

Eliza never leaves his ro0in; nor 
will fufier any body to give him any- 
thing but hcrfetf, and when his 
W)unds are^drelfing iiipports him in 
her arms, thougb obliged to hide her 
face, unable to look .at the painful 
operation. She afieds an amaz- 
ing compofure and iercnity^ for 

16. fear 
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£ar tf gnAf( EiBiiuAnfiKii; and &if: 
isrfeqpuUf cMaiote of «oflfpiidi^r 
AM • fi^ MfrAe kai ^nl^tcilSl df 

able pur ! — Ob.'-gAMfiMfs Zieft^nfMw^ 
dK» ait l«ft fir aU tlidr fiifiii4»igB f^ 
aad if virtsiflnai imric ik 'ydor ok^ 
ip i nhe Cfe of n^ valaed biodnr !' 

3e( » )!( 

SirT^foy about an hour agp,. Aar 
£ir my noihar'i midd^ ^id has beca: 
many 3fda» in our faimlf;^ imdr haa-. 
kiK^nm-Jum alflMft ffom a chikk A^ 

ur flit kfk hinv flie defiredto fpcak 
with me; The ttoddr lietetod orta» 
tuveiMs in ttear^ 

Ohi injr'dear young lidx» lUdfliat^ 
iaM^ nxf heart achs £«: Sip J^bmSirat^ 

fm^t Little did I think the fine young 

gentle^ 
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^gsH&mmL I oner laiew weisld^ttie 
tfihftick a fiAsd tni. I remember hiix^ 
tiie dafirUn^of hb parents and the de>« 
Kghtxtf evtty body, fie was fo ^hle» 
i^generotist Itsdeed it is a thouland^' 
pities. Alasl madam^ he isalmoftin- 
dei{>air, wifliingy yet hardly daring to 
hope, fbr the pleafuwr trf* fecmg my 
lady or yotu--I muft not prdome ta 
advifir— To bd lure you know beft * 
hdW to a}ft; but cert^ly it is a lad 
thing for him to die withobt your 
forgivcncls. You cannpt think how 
movingly he condemns himfclf for the 

&tal a£tion his paffion has hurried' him 

■ ■ ■• 

intb ; but then, as Lord :^;tf is likely ' 
to recover of his wounds, h^ would 
willingly flatter himfclf that his liftt^ 

which he has 'forfeited for his raflmers^^ ' 

wiU 
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will be efteemed iovac atonement for 
the crime he has been guilt7 of. He 
coadefccaded to talk a great deal to 
me, ailfl never in my life v»as I fo af- 
ieded. He bid me teU jrou, that if 
you would wKh to (often the horrors 
fif death in him, you (hould ufe your 
influence over the young Lady EJfex 
to fee him before he dies, as her for* 
^iyenefs would, he fays, be a fupjj^rt 
to his drooping /pints. Let me en- 
treat you, dear madam, to perfuade 
her to pay him one fliort vifit. In 
the fituation he is reduced to, one 
ought,, in charity, to omit nothing that 
would be a con(blatbn to him. 

I told her I would confider of his 
requeft, but, my dear Mrs. Beaumont, 
to what purpofe, for is it likely that 

my 



■» ^ 
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ifty fiftcr will ever Be ptrfaadcd td 
fee aip^fori fajuftly dtteftfed by her > 
—Unfortunate man ! What could he 
hope for but punifhment foi" guilt fuch 
a^ he has obftinately perievered in ? 
Yet, fpite of the reafon I have to hate 
him, oi> the account of my dearZ^«//2r, 
I cannot refrain from pity at the de- 
plorable fitUation he is reduced to, I 
will (peak to Lady EJfex. She is ge- 
nerous^ and has a heart deeply fuf- 
ceptible to the emotions of compaQlon* 
Perhaps ihe will ^o far govern her 
refentment as to grant his requeft. 

Adieu, I muft go about it this in- 
ftant — There is no time to be loft— 
Death will too foon put an end to our 
power of obliging — Poor Sir John ! 

May heaven grant him repentance and 
, ^ mercy ! 



rp4 ELIZJs Orr iii^ 

xatTCf i JpiQ jKoir prajrerSj dear M^^ 

jour 
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Mj/s Sophia Essex^ to Mr^ 

BSAUM0KT«^ 



NOmtM&tndmg alT the cautioa 
I could ufey ia telling Ladjr 
J^^ of thd" reque!ISir5&i6«:has madc^ 
ih6 was greatly agitated. 

Oh, X ciniidt, iiide^ I cfarinof fe6 
Himi tidedrfKifj- wkb wiWnefe in her 

Ictoks. Tell him I ISbfgtve huh, but; 
good ^^IfiftmA I tMdld die fdOner 

tton gqr dnoughltrch a ftocfeing iiir 

tcrvriew- 
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icrview. Saw mc, my dear Effect 
continued Ihe ieizing on his hand ; 
do not let me be forced to.Avhat I 
dread fo much ! He prefle^ her hand 
t6 his lips. 

Compofc yourfclf, my deareft life, 
&td he ; why all this terror ? No- 
body Will oficr to force you ; your 
own good fenict your compailion fhaU 
direA you^ 

Ah ! then you wilh me to g;o? iaid 

Ac. 

Not if you think it would too much, 
afied youy anfwered he. But, indeed 
my J^Sza^ Ipk]^thetmfortunate5/r^/* 
/^_hc is alieady po levcrely punilh- 
cd — would to heaven any other in* 
ftrument had been ^hofen to inflid it 
than your .^bf / Bittii;was njiyfatc^ 

and 



Hi^ory (f'Mifs Gnnvmc, 187 

and I niuft fubmit. . Yet would 
I joyfully give up half my days 
to leciire him a few .years longer 
for repentance. HU crime was greats 
but who ihall dare to triumph over a-* 
nother's fall, who never knew the 

power of his temptations ? You iayt 
yOQppardoQ him, let me then pretaiK 
on my gentle love to compleat her- 
generofity, by granting the laft r^ 

queft he will ever make ben 

EKzaxmdc no aniwer, but.feefted loft^ 
in thought. Juft th^n my mother fent 
for me. and I took my leave, - telling 
my brother I : hoped the afl^ would 
be detemuned before I fsiw him a-* - 

In lefe than a quarter t>f an hour, 

I again went to my lord's jipar tmcnt ; 

^'"' * as 
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« fiKm ai I entered th« room EUt^ 
IffM^ out Iter hand ta me. 

1 tm readf to attend you^ (^ (hc't 
Gifting a ttodA* glance at my brother* 
Y4S5 my dear Svpbia^ I ^ill fee him 
nm hiy mind is- fufficiently fortified to 
bear the difinai internet. SBr trnnr 
Med 11 we wmc arm ui arni^iiUht 
dreaded ▼]&& 

Goodhearvien^l cried /be firquentlyy 
what (ha&.l fii)^ to.hun X How.ber. 
hint ? Keep jQcai^ mf^kxtB^^nu^ I 
^ libtdl vauft tte &^ort o£ yiHir 
pidncc. 

1 jfaid before fcttt 07 nlodiet^a niiaid! 

loprtpMe Sir Jolmi TheroCffit wad fa^ 

dark that we could but dimly diitifi- 
guUh objedi^ yet he foaa difboreied 

£i!pM^ and ia a fiMns but moving 

TOXCCp 



iroice, entreated her to draw nearoTf 
for ihe (topped at ibtne diftame 
irom his bed 

Ah, comp my injured, too lovdjr 
ward, faid he, come and iboth, by yoiff 
^herous, unmerited copnpaflioni thfi 

* • 

guilty, dying Slratton 1 

She (at down by him, but was unabl^ 
to^fpeak. He drew back the curtains 
and fixed His languid eyes on her face. 

Yes,' continued ^e, fighing, it is 
her, it is the &tai idol that my he^rt 

has but too long cherifiied. — Oh, £- 

Kza ! who ever loved like me ? — But 
forgive m^ — I fen t. to receiye a pardon, 
and am, alas ! involuntarily adding to 
my crime. Forgive me heaven ! rai- 
fmg his eyes, I amt dying, and I fk^l 
not much longer cjflfend you by thu 

• ai- 
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ill-fated pzfTion.-^EIizoj added he, 
after a pauie, fufier me to call you by 
that name, lb dear to my heart i .can 
you pardon me for what I have made 
you fufFef? Will you not hate my 
mrtnory, but drop a compaflionate 
tear over tht grave of him whofc only 

fault to you was excels of Jove ? ^ , 
She was going to anfwer when the 

■ .-i ' .- ^ 

door.opened, and t|ie unfortunate I^dy 
Stratton^ with wijdnels in her looks, 
pale ^ de^th, . and difordered in her 
dreis^ that inftgnt xufhed into the 

■ / ' ; 

room. 

Where is he ? cried Ihe, in a raifed 
voice. Ah! he is dead ! and I (hall 

n^ver fee him ipore.— ^ My hulbandl 
oh ! my murdered hulband 1 

I arofe 



t^ 
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I arofe and took her hand, Ihc fell 
an niy neck artJ burft into tears, 
Eliza ran- with extended arms to em-' 
brace her, but my- fifter* fhrieked, and^ 
ftarted ; from her ■ with torror. Your 
friend was greatly Shocked at fbis' 

aftion. . . : ' 

■ • 

Oh, I am^then thouglit guilty f 
faid Ihe. Uhjuft La3y 5/nz//(7» / Yet 
I ft)rgive you— I am indeed the un- 
fortunate caufe of ydur mifcry, tho*^ 
heaven knows, how innocently. But* 
I will hot add to ydur grief by my 
prefence, though I leave* you with a 
heart weighed down ' witli forrow and 

4X).npaflion. 

My After Was too' much affeifted 
with the fighi df her dying huflband 

to give attention to what fhe &id. 
' ■ She 
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She had flung herfdf by die fide of 
Iu& bed, lobbed as if her heart was 
breakings and leeix^ afan^ 4Ub^^- 
td wick her grief. Sir Jfolm wao.greatly. 
amazed, and I fear nq^ much pkfifed 
at the une^qped^ed iight of her, ibr I, 
obferved be turned away his face. 
I^erhaps, ipdeed, the inji^ he had 
done hct made him avoid ho* eyes. 

Oh ! my uiikind, my ever d^ar Sir^- 
i^j faid (be, wi}l you not look up' 

€n me i What have I done ? Speak to . 

. . » • ' 

me, my beloved^^ cruel huihand ! 

What can I % to you, cried he, 
turning to her, and withdrawing his 
band from hers j I .have injured you^. 
a^d do you. not know th^t forg^venefs 
belongs (to the injured ? ^ut they oe^ 
ver pardon who have done the wrong. 

—Leave 



\ N 
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-^Lcave me, madam^ let me die 
in peace ; do not lavifh this undcferv- 
ed tendemefs on a guilty wretch, who 
IS fo unworthy of it. 

Unworthy ! repeated Ihe, fobbing -, 
oh, how much you wrong me, to ima- 
gine I can think you fo ! — No, my 
ever dear hufband, from the bottom 
of my afiiifted lieart I forgive you all 

your little indifcretions. -Oh, that 

heaven would but in mercy Ipare your 
life, that I might teftify how fincercly 
I love you ! how readily I would bury 
the remembrance of what is paft !— • 
3ut you are flying — oii, dreadful 
thought r yet I Ihall not long furvivc 
yoii — ^No, my regretted hufband, in 
death, atleaft, you fliall be mine j then 

no fatal beauty wiU feducc ypur af- 
ie6tions from me. 

Vet. II. . K Ygu 
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fng — '^— I Bluih for riiy In^radtude. 
But Wave me now, my much injured^ 
amiable wife — I feel my ftr^'hgtli aU 
toolt cxhaVilIcd. Death Will ho long- 
er be debarred of its prey. Porgive 
Jne, kdded fie, preflThg her hand to 

his lips, and let my faults be buried in 
Vny grave. Me Ipoke the laft words 
'with great difficulty 5 his end was vf- 

fibiy appVoicKing. 

1, cailecl for affiftance, ^y uiifbr- 
iunate filler fainted away. We were 
•all in the grcateft confufion and con- 
ilernation, as the dbftors ajTufed us 
he could not live many minutes, 1 
took the opportunity of my fifter*s 
infcnfibility to get her conveyed from 
the cfifmal Icene that Was foon to fol- 
low, and had her carrTccJ to 'her 

apartment^ 
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I^artment^' wheope 1ierlfit4:6nfimaedior 
toott than anliour. Itvere ah9idfli>to 
be wilbed flie )iad neyer ieoovered, 

fince the return of her fenfes o^ilf ne- 
*ftored her t^ imifery; Never- grief 
-quailed hers, irhenf *ti^ fouiid that 
her hiiibandwas dead^It waaAM^ihJi&e 
utmoft difficulty we could reftrain lifer 
from going to fee his. li&leis 'hbdy^ 
but as I feared the i confequence of 
iuch a^iciene^ I left notfaidgoEindone lo 
prevent it . .' ; '•.*.:. .♦ 

After the violence jof Jier tran^pteorts 

was a little abated, my affiidpdMno- 

( jther W9t :jto .her, aparimentjj^Mihere, 

v,vith <he xendernefi of . an aflfe<3:iQpat© 

.,'parrat^ and aU- .the arguments ri^zx, 

-^wifdom Aod .^xperientic could .fwri\i(h 

fol9 her — My filter made no anfwer 

K 2 but 
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' but with Jher ^^is to all that was 

to her. For: more than two hours 
dot i £it by her, Xhe oevcr utterod 
. one complaint, nOr did flie weep, but 
. her frtqwnt groans pierced m v heart. 

• The do&ors pr^jpoCbd tlu^f (he fhou)d 

• be UccU' but flie would; not hear of 

it. 

I want no affiftance, cried fhe, in:a 
rdbhite voice ; do t^ peslecute. me. 

' She turned from ius, and diey found 
it neceflary to defer it till Ihe was more 

. compoibd, ordering her .to .be kept 

- very quiet. 

After giving repeated chaises to 

• her attendants, I left her for a few 

- minutes to write to yon, my dear Mrs. 
BeaunuM — But what melancholy fub- 

" }c&s have I to entertain you with !— 

- \- ^- -•• Once 
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©ncc it was ofhcrwifc ! — Alas ! will 
that happy time never return ? 

My bfothcr is better— he does not 
yet know of Sir JoWs death — ^fuch 
news would too much zSt& him in the 
ftilL weak condition he is in. 

Adieu, my dear Mx%^. BeanmdHn 
Inftead of joy and bridal finery, we mud 
mourn both in mind and drefs. — I am, 
my dear friend, 

Yours, fincerely. 



So^HIA E^scx. 



K 3 -LEX^ 
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LETTER Lif. 



Mi/s Sophia Essex, h Mrs*. 

« 

Beaumont. 



Ow o\hck in the morninp- 

IHavc juft left my fiftcr. — Terribly^ 
fatigued both in mind and body, 

I muft try to get a little reft.%-1 have* 
ftrift y charged her attendants to be-, 
watchful of her; her eyes were clofed, 
and flie appeared to be dozing when? 
I left her— I hope^ to find her better 

to^ 
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ccv-mprrQift^ Heavf grajvc it ! Godd 
night, my i^e^ lyirs^ ^ft?«ww<?;. 

' S. E. 

Oh, heavens I ^^hat * fteStie! h«i4 
IhaH Idcfcribik? ^ - - ' 

Early this morning *\ Went into m^ 
fiftcr's jtffartmcnt/ Whiirc I fotrnd the 
Icrvants a fleep, for wWcH'tieglfgcncei 
you may believe, "f fevcwly chi^ 
them. — They endeavoured to exculi 
ihcmfelvfes; ' by ^ declaring to me they 
Hid clofed'tlSiF'feifcs bud a moment 
beifore,'antf^ot* till they- werfc affured 

their ladv was in a profound fleeb: 

In hopes flie Wa^ fb ftiU, I Went loft- 

i* ' " * ' . • ^ -,. -.• f,., . . , ' ♦ 
y to htr bedi 'whcn^'gcnriy' opening 

K. 4 ' th«^ 
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the curtains, what was mv terror 
and amasement to find it empty !. I 
fhrickc4.r-Good heavens! cried I,. 
what is become of her ? but without 
waiting for an ;^wer^ I flew to the 
apartment where lay the body of the 
Ute unfortunate. S^' John — but judge 
what emotions I experienced, wheii 
\ iaw my amtahlCt lifter ftretched on 

bis bed, hqf JL^^ ^}f^£^^ round iier 
lifelels ht^^aifxdik. hex eyes clofed, and 
face as pale» as dealli*likQ as his I 
On the noife I. made in approaching 
her. flie raifcd hec. hea4>r and. looking^ 

at me with ,^ movipg^ compofuiic, 
waved her hand for,,tnc to lieayc 
her*. 

My dear Lauifa^ cried I» weeping, 
!»hat hayc tou ^oac?/* whv. would 
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you give me h dreadful an alarm?. 
Come, my beloved fitter, for heaven's 
fake, let mc lead you from this mc-* 
Tancholy place. 

N^, Sopkia, fiid Ihe, ihaking Bej 
head. Never— n^vef. while 1 have 
life, will I again be feparated from 
my hufband ! he is mine, continued 
ffie'rairmg^ her 'voice, he is tnind 

Yoi- fcveri-i-Yes; my murderecf Strafe 

. " » ." • 

Yd/i— lookfeg tcfnderly on him— I will 

toUow you ! One grave ihall * hold 

*us both. Leatc me,- my kind fit 

; ter, ' ido ' hbt ^diftui-b my "dping" 'ma- 

*m(birts«^irif '<'h«mr is' broke,' a f^w- 

fighs more, and I ihall' be at 

reft. Comfort my dear mother, tell 

*'jB/(%tf, I ' iforgiyc her for the invoiuu* 
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taiy mlicry flie Ras caufed« My mucfi' 
loved brother too! — my tears will 
force a paflage when I think of 
Jum, thot^h 'I cannot weep .for 
myfcif — aflfure him of my fricnd- 
ihip, and that my laft prayers 
Ihall be for his happincfs. And 

now. adcjed (he, J have no more 

■ ■■... 1-; 

to do in this world-pFiffowellj my 
^uniable i{ftcr— -love my^ memo- 
ry — ^Ict me be biHied with my 
hulband. — ^She doled her eyes^ re- 
dined her face on his, .^prefied him 
toherbreaft, uttered a deep figh^ and 
expired. 

No words can paint, this moving 

. fcene, and as impoffible is .it to def- 

cribe my griefi— Imagine every thing 

that 



that is the mod: afiefting^ and yod 
will in fome meafure form an idea of 
the mifery of 



Your 



Sophia £sse^ 




/. . 
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LETTER UlU 



* r 



#. 






Afi^ SoPHTA Essex, to Mrs. 

Beaumont.. 



IWafi ycftcrday aflTurcd that Lord^ 
^^was out of danger, but the 
death of my filter and; Sir John^ 
which we could no longer conceal from, 
him, has ib deeply aficAed him, that 

we begin to be again alarmed on his 
accounL Eliza, too — but nobody 
jl fo much to be pitied as my dear 
mother — I know not if ever (he will re- 

cover the lhock> 

The 



ff 

The unforttmatc pair are, to-mor- 
row, to be interred as privately as pof- 
fiblc. It is imagined that Sir Jabtft 
relations will not feck to revenge his 
death, as a public trial would" be '■ f iv- 
juring his memory, iince bis cohdii^ 

• ■ • 

in this affair, couM not be ei^ammed 
into without expofing him : thoi^ 
Ihould they even* takc-fuch: imprudent 
methods, my brother will be m-^fio 

danger, as there are witfteflfcfe*enough to. 
clear his innocence. — We are, ncvcr- 
thelefs, obliged to Mr. Beaumont^, 
for the ofier he makes of his com- 
pany; for fure never people flood 
more in need of the prcfencc of then: 
friends than wedo.r— You too, my ar 
miable Mts.Beaumenf^ have promifedHs. 

OuVifit. Oh! come, then — your afflifttfd 

Eliza 
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JpliTJi calk for that proof of your 
fnendibip. In hopes of feeing you 
kfoa^ I will ipare myfelf the melan- 
chcdy uflc of writing, fince I haye 
4Ni]y the.repetjtipn of fny rprrow;s to 
tfoubfeyou with. 

. Adieu, till I have the confolation of 
.afimi^ you in peribnx>f the friepdihip 
and eftecm with which I am, .dear 
«iadiun» 

Youn^ 

SopijiA Essex. 
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LETTER LIV: 



Mifs Sophia Essex, t9 Mrs. 
Beaumont. 



IReceive^ J'oui; letter, my dear 
friend, and rejoice at the profpeft 
of feeing you fo foon. I propofe mecis 

infi: Mr, Beaumont and you at 8 -* 

fo will Lord Ejfex and £//2;^. The 
former is pcrfeftly recovered from his 
indifpofition, though ft ill oppreft with 
-aifeep mehn<:holy, but ttiaty I hope 
jMk> will leave Urn by the pleafijire 
he will reccivC'fiiOm^tteprcfencc gf 
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his firicnds. Time will, I trufl, bur3r 
the remembrance of what is pad, and 
wcmay yet, after all our misfortunes, 
be happy. 

Adieu, on IVedmfday you may ex.- 
pe£k to fee 

Your ever affeftionate 

Sophia Essex. 
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